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THERE was an old proverb in vogue in 
the eighteenth century which declared that 
England is— or rather, then was — the 
paradise of women, the hell of horses, and the 
purgatory of servants. An explanation of this 
curious saying is given us by that quaint old 
writer, Mr. Francis Grose. The liberty allowed 
to women in England," he writes, "the portion 
assigned by law to widows out of their husband's 
goods and chattels, and the politeness with which 
all the denominations of that sex are in general 
treated, join to establish the truth of this part of 
the proverb. Then he proceeds: The furious 
manner in which people ride on the road, horse-
racing, hunting, the cruelties of postillions, stage-
coachmen and carmen, with the absurd mutila-
tions practised on that noble and useful animal, 
all but too much prove the truth of this part of the 
adage. But, that this country is a purgatory of 
servants I deny ; at least, if it ever was, it is not so 
at present ; I fear they are rather the cause of 
bringing many a master to that legal purgatory a 
gaol. It is with the second clause of the 
proverb that this chapter is concerned. It 
indicates a period when travelling on 
horseback or by coach was the chief means of 
getting from place to place. It implies, too, 
that the lot of horses was hard, as, beyond all 
doubt, it assuredly was.

Travelling in England, three hundred 
years ago, was no easy matter. Up to the 
beginning of Queen Anne's reign most of the 
traffic of the country was carried on by 
means of the system of pack-horses. It was 
usual for protection, for company, and for 
conven-ience, to travel in gangs of forty or 
fifty horses, proceeding in single line. The 
horses, well trained, usually kept to the same 
order, and each one knew his own place. The 
leader carried a bell attached to his head-
gear. The tinkling served as a warning to 
such passengers as there might be on the 
road to keep out of the horses' way, in the 
dark, or at the turnings of a narrow lane. The 
horses carried loads of the most mixed 
description ; wool, hops, and meal, baskets of 
poultry, fish, vegetables, fruit, eggs, meat, 
and every other kind of commodity. It 
required considerable skill to load the horses 
well, for the narrow and execrable roads, the 
hills and fords and sharp turnings, the ups 
and downs of the way, tested the stability of 
the most well-packed burden.

Coaches, of a kind, were in use on some of 
the great English roads as early as the days of 
Charles the First, and in Charles the Second's 
reign the tradesmen in and near London felt 
themselves so much aggrieved that they 

petitioned the King against them. It affected 
their trade, it was alleged, and it was a 
nuisance. They therefore implored the King 
and privy-council to put an end to the stage-
coach plan. This was met by a counter-
statement from the stage-coach proprietors, 
demurring to the complaints made against 
them. After stating that they had, about 
thirty years previously, established stage- 
coaches, and since continued them at great 
expense and risk, they proceeded to say that 
the prejudice that would accrue to his 
Majesty's subjects in general would be 
evidently much greater, by the putting down 
of the said coaches, than the disadvantage 
that can be imagined to fall upon any person 
should the same be continued; though 
withal, were it admitted that all the petitioners 
were damnified thereby, yet their interests all 
conjointly are not to be respected in 
comparison of the public, nor to be put in the 
balance with it.

As to the charge that the coaches had 
injured the profits and rents of inns, they 
think it must rather have arisen from other 
causes ; but, even admitting the truth of the 
charge, it is added with much good sense 
that that trade, as all others, being only intended 
for the benefit of the publike, their private profit is 
not to come in computation with it, for the people 
are not made to enrich inns or any other trades, 
but all trades for the benefit and service of the 
people, and all conjoyned together are but as a 
particular interest in comparison thereof.

The charge that the consumption of 
provisions for man and beast had been 
lowered, and the rents of lands brought 
down by means of stage-coaches, was met by 
a flat denial. As to horse-meat, each of the 
stage-coach horses ate three times as much as 
any saddle-horse that travels ; and in their 
coaches there was not less, taking one time 
with another, than one horse for every 
passenger that travels upon the roads ; and 
besides this, the number of saddle-horses had 
not diminished in consequence of the 
establishment of stage-coaches. With any 
diminished consumption of man's meat, the 
memorialists do not consider that they have 
anything to do. It is either the laying aside the 
ancient way of hospitality and good housekeeping, 
or else the poverty of the country, and not the 
hackney-coaches (evidently describing stage-
coaches by this term) that hinders the 
consumption thereof. The manner in which 
they meet the charge that the breed of horses 
had been deteriorated through the stage-
coaches, is very curious. They contend the 
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breed has rather improved; for that the stage-
coaches kill more horses in one year than those 
who travel upon saddle- horses do in three ; and 
so occasions more vent for breed thereby, and 
more encourages it. And besides, few or no 
gentlemen keep a saddle-horse the less for the use 
that they make of stage-coaches, having the like 
need of them for travelling about their occasions 
in those parts of the country where the stage-
coaches go not, that they had before.

In the remaining paragraphs the coach 
proprietors meet the charge that good 
horsemanship will be lost by the establish-
ment of stage-coaches ; and deny that the 
revenue from the excise and post-office is 
diminished through them, remarking very 
justly, that the more the intercourse between 
the different parts of the country is 
facilitated, these branches of revenue must 
necessarily be benefited in the same 
proportion. They had been charged with 
hindering the bread of watermen ; but they reply 
that the stage-coaches which went upon the 
great roads, far from the Thames, were not to 
blame for this, but rather the hackney-
coaches in and about London.

It seems that the hackney-coach 
proprietors in London were parties in this 
petition against stage-coaches. But the result of 
this attempt to put down an important public 
convenience was as unsuccessful as every similar 
attempt made by the few against the welfare of the 
many must ultimately prove, whatever temporary 
success it may obtain. The complaint against 
stage-coaches in the reign of Charles II, says a 
writer of the days of King William IV, might 
be matter of just wonder to us, but the clamour on 
every side about the cab and omnibus nuisance in 
the present day" (i.e. about 1833) is so much in 
the same spirit, that our wonder at such short-
sighted objections is not equal to the pain with 
which we perceive that in the public mind there 
remain dark and narrow crannies which the 
gradually increasing light of one hundred and 
fifty years has not yet been able to penetrate.

A very early Act, passed in the sixteenth 
century, was called for by the numerous 
robberies and murders which had been 
committed in the counties of Gloucester and 
Somerset, in the districts adjoining the 
Severn. It enacted that no boatman or 
ferryman should convey passengers between 
sunset and sunrise, and that those who kept 
ferries should give security that they would 
not at any other times convey passengers or 
goods save for such persons as were well 
known to them. A later Act recited that the 

highways were very noisome and tedious to 
travel in, and dangerous to all persons and 
carriages. It ordered that every parish should 
annually elect two surveyors of the 
highways, to see that the parishioners, 
according to their ability, send their carts, 
horses, men, and tools, four days in every 
year for mending the roads. Many other Acts 
were also subsequently passed. In 1629 it was 
enacted that no common carrier, or other 
person whatsoever, should travel with any 
wain, cart, or carriage with more than two 
wheels, nor with above the weight of twenty 
hundred, nor draw any wain, cart, or 
carriage with above five horses at once. By 
Queen Anne's time a further measure was 
passed in order to prevent the soft roads of 
those days from being cut up in deep ruts. 
Waggoners were to use a pole or shafts with 
their wheel- horses, and they must not use 
more than six horses or oxen to one waggon 
at a time, except up hill. One of the later 
editions of Ogilby's Itinerarium Anglice 
describes the road from London to Bath and 
Wells as affording an indifferent good road to 
Chippenham, thence to Bath is something rough 
and stony, and after to Wells over Mendip Down, 
a bad winter road." From Bristol to Weymouth: 
a great part of it is a bad deep Way.

In 1719 a Frenchman, M. Misson, was 
travelling in England. His testimony is 
interesting. He says : —

They have several ways of travelling in 
England, The post is under a good regulation 
throughout, and the horses are better than 
those in France. There are coaches that go to 
all the great towns by moderate journeys ; and 
others which they call flying coaches, that will 
travel twenty leagues a day and more, but 
these do not go to all places. They have no 
Messageries de chevaux as in France ; but you 
may hire horses for what time you please. The 
sea and the rivers also furnish their respective 
conveniences for travelling. I say nothing- of 
the waggons, which are great carts covered in, 
that lumber along, but very heavily ; only a 
few poor old women make use of this vehicle.

Probably M. Misson's moderate journey 
coaches travelled on the ordinary roads, and 
the flying- coaches travelled along the better 
ones. One thing is certain, that these coaches 
which flew at the extra-ordinary rate of 
between four and five miles an hour were not 
very common, as we find this always men- 
tioned as a matter of admiration ; and, at a 
much later date, the speed of the common 
stage-coaches could hardly have reached 
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four miles.
It is not certain how many hours a coach-

day contained. It probably signifies, in most 
instances, the whole period of day-light, with 
some intervals of refreshment ; although 
those that did not pretend to be flying 
coaches were content to be on the road about 
twelve hours in the twenty-four. Probably 
the flying coaches at this period never 
reached five miles an hour, and the common 
coaches rarely reached, and perhaps never 
exceeded, four miles. In this early part of the 
century, no stage-coaches travelled by night : 
in time they began to avail themselves of 
moonlight nights, and ultimately, as at 
present, they went both by night and by day. 
At first, stage-coaches were interdicted from 
travel-ling on Sundays ; but, about the 
middle of the century, a limited number were 
licensed to do so on some particular roads, 
and in the end all restriction was withdrawn.

A Mrs. Manley, in 1725, published a work 
entitled A Stage-Coach Journey from London to 
Exeter. Passengers were then four days on the 
road, and about forty-eight hours were 
employed in actual riding. In point of fact, 
the journey took five days in this instance, 
because a Sunday intervened, on which day, 
as the stage-coaches did not travel, the 
passengers were detained at Salisbury.

It was summer ; and Mrs. Manley, who 
complains greatly of the hardships and 
fatigues of the journey, mentions that the 
passengers were roused every morning at 2 
o'clock, left the inn at three, and about the 
same hour in the afternoon arrived at the end 
of the day's journey. When the passengers 
left the inn to enter the coach, a crowd of 
beggars were, at this early hour, found 
waiting for alms about the coach, and would 
never leave it unblessed.

The company seemed to be allowed a 
pause at ten in the forenoon to take dinner. 
The lady appears very little satisfied with the 
fare: she says, — They most unmercifully set us 
down to dinner, at ten o'clock, upon a great leg of 
mutton. It is the custom of these dining-stages to 
prepare one day beef, and another our present fare. 
It is ready against the coach comes ; and, though 
you should have a perfect antipathy, there is no 
remedy but fasting. The coachman begs your 
pardon ; he would not stay dressing a dinner for 
the King, (God bless him !) should he travel in his 
coach.

The art of driving four-in-hand was not 
known in those days. When more than two 
horses were employed, the leader, or one of 

the leaders, was ridden by a postillion, as no 
coachman professed to control more horses 
than those fastened to the shaft.

This custom was retained much longer 
than some other early usages which occur in 
the history of stage-coaches. It appears that 
by 1740 stage-coaches had begun to travel by 
moonlight, at least on some roads. Fielding's 
Joseph Andrews was published about that 
time; and the hero, after having been robbed 
by footpads in the night, is discovered by a 
stage-coach. He just began to recover his senses 
as a stage-coach came by. The postilion, hearing a 
man's groans, stopped his horses, and told the 
coachman. 

The common people still continued, in 
general, to use the waggons, unless for the 
sake of the greater expedition they ventured 
upon the dangerous roof of the carriage, or 
nestled in the basket behind. Those who have 
read the work we have just mentioned will 
remember the horror of Mrs. Graveairs at the 
idea of admitting a fellow in livery inside the 
coach, notwithstanding the disabled 
condition in which he appeared. [Richard 
Thomson, 1794-1865., TW], appeared, and 
the author gives a good description of stage- 
coach travelling of the days somewhat 
preceding that date. The description fits in 
with the drawings of coaches which Hogarth 
gives in some of his pictures.

In my own young days, stage-coaches were 
constructed principally of a dull black leather, 
thickly studded, by way of ornament, with black, 
broad-headed nails, tracing out the panels ; in the 
upper tier of which were four oval windows, with 
heavy, red, wooden frames, or leathern curtains. 
Upon the doors, also, were displayed, in large 
characters, the names of the places whence the 
coach started, and whither it went, stated in 
quaint and antique language. The vehicles them-
selves varied in shape. Sometimes they were like a 
distiller's vat, somewhat flattened, and hung 
equally balanced between the immense front and 
back springs. In other instances, they resembled a 
violincello-case, which was, past all comparison, 
the most fashionable form ; and then they hung in 
a more genteel posture, namely, inclining on to 
the back springs, and giving to those who sat 
within the appearance of a stiff Guy Faux 
uneasily seated. The roofs of the coaches, in most 
cases, rose into a swelling curve, which was some- 
times surrounded by a high iron guard. The 
coachman and the guard, who always held his 
carbine ready cocked upon his knee, then sat 
together ; not, as at present, upon a close, 
compact, varnished seat, but over a very long and 
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narrow boot, which passed under a large 
spreading hammer-cloth, hanging down on all 
sides, and finished with a flowing and most 
luxuriant fringe. Behind the coach was the 
immense basket, stretching far and wide beyond 
the body, to which it was attached by long iron 
bars or supports passing beneath it ; though even 
these seemed scarcely equal to the enormous 
weight with which they were frequently loaded. 
These baskets were, however, never great 
favourites, although their difference of price 
caused them to be frequently well filled. The 
wheels of these old carriages were large, massive, 
ill-formed, and usually of a red colour ; and the 
three horses that were affixed to the whole 
machine — the foremost of which was helped 
onward by carrying a huge, long-legged elf of a 
postilion, dressed in a cocked hat, with a large 
green and gold riding-coat, — were all so far 
parted from it by the great length of their traces, 
that it was with no little difficulty that the poor 
animals dragged their unwieldy burden along the 
road. It groaned and creaked at every fresh tug 
which they gave it, as a ship rocking, or beating 
up through a heavy sea strains all her timbers, 
with a low, moaning sound, as she drives over the 
contending waves.

In the middle of the eighteenth century 
stage-coach accidents were exceedingly 
frequent. They were due partly to the build 
of the coaches of that date, and partly, of 
course, to the bad roads. A writer in the 
Gentleman’ s Magazine for 1771 tries to 
indicate what is the matter, and to suggest 
remedies. The most dangerous element, he 
considered, was the great height of the body 
of the coach from the ground, and the 
number of passengers who sat upon the top. 
He wished much that riding on the top might 
be forbidden, yet that, he feared, would 
result in the coach-owners raising the inside 
fares, which would naturally preclude many 
people from travelling. Another contributory 
cause was the excessive roundness of the 
turnpike roads, which was some- times so 
great as to make it dangerous for even a post- 
chaise to turn out of the middle of the road 
when it met another carriage, the sides being 
so steep. He suggested that the axle-trees 
should be lengthened so that the wheels 
should be placed a distance of five feet eight 
inches apart on the outside, instead of four 
feet eight inches, as they then were. Such a 
coach, he argued, would be far less easy to 
overturn, and since the body of the coach 
would also be proportionately widened, it 
would contain six inside passen- gers. Thus, 
he averred, the price of inside places would 

sink, and travelling would tend to grow 
cheaper.

Yet the demand for outside places did not 
diminish. The Annual Register for 1775 states 
that the stage- coaches of the time generally 
drove each with eight inside and sometimes 
with ten outside passengers. A 
correspondent in the Gentleman’s Magazine 
for 1813 complains of some of the alterations 
in coach travelling which had taken place in 
his time.

He points out that of late years a great 
revolution had come, in journeying by stage-
coaches, which had produced nearly the 
whole of those accidents which were 
attributed to the coachman. This was the 
fashion of preferring the outside to the inside 
seats of coaches.

If this fashion continued, he had no doubt 
that posterity would inquire what the inside 
of a coach was made for. It had already come 
to be considered as a receptacle specially 
appropriated to the effeminate, the sick, or 
the aged. This demand for outside places had 
produced two results ; one was a rise in the 
price of such places, and the other increased 
accommodation before, behind, and at top 
for the increased number of persons who 
chose to travel in that way. People seemed to 
be quite unconscious that there was any 
more danger by riding with eighteen 
outsides than in walking with an equal 
number of persons on a grass plot ; though 
nothing could be clearer than that a vehicle 
thus overloaded at top, and comparatively 
empty within, was in great danger of being 
overturned.

Stage-coach passengers, he continues, 
learnt this preference from people of fashion, 
who at that period exhibited a decided 
preference for riding on the outside of their 
private carriages. It had necessarily altered 
the relative estimation in which inside and 
outside passengers were held, and had 
abolished the order of precedency formerly 
observed at country inns. There, in former 
times, while the insides were shown into a 
handsome dining parlour, the outsides were 
referred to the kitchen, or had their meal in 
some inferior apartment, and were 
considered as only a small degree above 
waggon passengers. But now, were an 
innkeeper to judge thus of stage-coach out- 
sides, what dreadful blunders would he not 
make — what insults would he not offer ! 
Were he to estimate upon the old scale, he 
might shut up house in a week. The old 
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gentleman proceeds to speak with some 
indignation of the disuse of legs engendered 
by the increased facilities for riding.

The time was, Sir, when from my country-
house at the bottom of Gray's Inn Lane, I could, 
on a Sunday morning-, from five o'clock or 
sooner, see hundreds beginning their journey on 
foot to places eight or ten miles distant ; but now 
the same class of people, and of the same age, are 
mounted aloft with a dozen and a half of lazy 
souls like themselves, and confine their walks to 
their friends' gardens — 30 feet by 20, including 
a pond. Nay, what shocks me more, when I reflect 
on past times, is, to see even the Islington stages, 
at three or four o'clock in the afternoon, loaded 
inside and outside with hale, hearty, stout young 
brokers. Excise and Bank clerks, and other young 
gentlemen, who can learn only from their fathers 
for what purpose legs were given them.

What would this ‘ Old Insides,' as he calls 
himself, have said about omnibuses?" asks the 
Editor. He recommends, indeed, that insides in 
public conveyances should in future be dispensed 
with, and that vehicles should be constructed on 
the principle of calf-carts, capable of holding 
thirty or forty persons. From the tone of his 
complaints, it appears that this old person could 
hardly have been prepared to expect that nearly 
the reverse of what he proposes would be carried 
into effect. We have now vehicles without any 
outside passengers, yet providing accomodation 
inside for fourteen persons."

When really fast-running coaches came 
thoroughly into general use, the conveyances 
used by English people seem to have 
gradually settled down into two great 
classes. One class, that is to say, carried 
passengers as quickly as it could ; the other 
conveyed heavy goods at a slow rate of 
speed. Stage-waggons, with immense broad 
wheels, came into use. The wheels were 
made very broad in order to avoid 
destroying the roads, and such waggons as 
came up to a specified standard (in the 
breadth of their wheels) were permitted to 
pay a reduced toll in return for the good 
which they effected in crushing down and 
levelling the ruts. They acted, in fact, 
somewhat in a similar way to the steam-
roller of to-day. Here is an advertisement 
which was published in the Daily Advertiser 
of April 9th, 1739. It speaks for itself. The old 
standing constant Froom Flying Waggon in 
Three Days. Sets out with Goods and Passengers 
from Froom for London every Monday by One 
o'clock in the morning, and will be at the King's 
Arms Inn, Holborn, by twelve o'clock at noon ; 

from whence it will set out on Thursday morning 
by One o'clock for Amesbury, Shrewton, 
Chittern, Heytesbury, Warminster, Froom, and 
all other places adjacent, and will continue 
allowing each passenger fourteen pounds, and be 
at Froom on Saturday by Twelve at noon.

Joseph Clavey.
In April, 1767, an advertisement appeared 

in Crutwell's Sherborne, Shaftesbury, and 
Dorchester Journal, as follows : —

The Proprietors of the Frome Stage 
Machine, 

In order to make it more agreeable to their 
Friends in the West, have engaged to set out Post 
Chaises from the Christopher Inn in Wells every 
Sunday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings, at Five 
o'clock, to stop at the George Inn, Shepton 
Mallett, and set out from thence at a quarter past 
six, to carry passengers and parcels to Frome, to 
be forwarded from thence to London in the One 
Day Flying Machine, which began on Sunday, 
April the 12th, 1767 : Also a chaise from Frome 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday 
evenings, to Shepton and Wells as soon as the 
Coach arrives from London.

In A Loyal Almanac, the Vox Stellarum for 
1830, occurs a list of waggons connected with 
Bridgwater, as follows : —

Giles and Hooper's Waggon, leaves for London, Tuesday 
and Friday evenings : arrives from London, Wednesday and 
Saturday evenings.

Whitmarsh's Waggon, London and Bridgwater : 
Monday, Wednesday, and Saturday.

Snail's Waggon, Bristol and Exeter ; Ship-a-ground for 
Bristol and Exeter ; Tues., Thurs., and Saturday.

Brice's Waggon, Bristol and Exeter ; Rose and Crown 
every day.

Martin's Waggon, Bath and Taunton ; up Thursday, 
down Wednesdays and Saturdays. Rose and Crown.

Whippel's Waggon, Bristol and Bridgwater ; up Tuesday 
and Friday, down Wed. and Saturday.

Nation's late Powel's Waggon, Bristol and Minehead ; 
arrives Tuesday evening from Minehead, and proceeds to 
Bristol ; returns Friday morning to Minehead, Marquis of 
Wellington.

Chadwell's Waggon, from Bristol to Exeter every 
Monday, Wed., and Friday — stops at Giles and Hooper's 
office, George Lane.

Grandfield's Waggon, from Bath to Minehead and 
Dunster, — up Tuesdays and down Thursdays, stops at the 
White Horse.

Slocombe's Waggon, from Bristol to Stogumber, up 
Monday and down Wednesday, stops at Marquis of 
Wellington.
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Lavin's Waggon, Wiveliscombe to Bristol ; up Wed- 
nesday, down Saturday, Marquis of Wellington.

Webber's Waggon ; Bridgwater, Taunton, and Honiton, 
— up Tuesday, Thurs., and Saturday, and returns the same 
evening. At the Three Crowns.

A long list is also found in Robson’s 
Commercial Dictionary, indicating a very 
considerable waggon traffic indeed.

Pigotts Commercial Directory for 1822 
advertises a very large Bridgwater carrying 
trade by waggons.

To London, Giles and Hooper, from their 
warehouse, Mon. and Thursday. To London, 
Brown and Brice, Mon., Wed., and Friday. There 
were also two sets of Waggons to Bath, three to 
Bristol, one to Dunster, two to Exeter and the 
West, and one each to Stogumber, Taunton, 
Williton, and Wiveliscombe. From London to 
Bridgwater Waggons ran daily from the Castle 
and Falcon, Aldersgate St. ; at 10 a.m. from the 
King's Arms, Snow Hill ; at 12, from the Swan, 
Holborn Bridge ; from the White Horse Cellar and 
Black Bear, Piccadilly ; Mon. , Wed., and Friday 
afternoons at 5, from the Van Swan, Great Carter 
Lane ; daily from the Bell in Friday St. ; from the 
Spread Eagle, and the Black Bear, in Piccadilly. 
They also ran from many country towns.

In Dampiet Street a sign formerly was 
exhibited over the premises of Messrs. 
Murliss and Brice, who were Waggon 
Owners, thus: Waggons; to London in eight 
days! These waggons, to carry both 
passengers and goods, were covered, and 
were drawn by four horses. Messrs. Giles 
and Hooper's stables occupied the site in St. 
Mary's Street afterwards covered by the 
Chapel of the Plymouth Brethren.

Before coming to the days of fast coaching, 
which forms the subject of the next chapter, it 
is interesting to watch the slowly increasing 
speed of the coaches. Towards the close of 
the seventeenth century the following 
advertise-ment had been exhibited to 
Londoners : —

Flying Machine.
All those desirous to pass from London to 

Bath, or any other Place on their road, let them 
repair to the Bell Savage on Ludgate Hill in 
London and the White Lion at Bath, at both which 
places they may be received in a Stage Coach 
every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, which 
performs the whole journey in Three Days (if God 
permit) and sets forth at five in the morning-. 
Passengers to pay One Pound five shillings each, 
who are allowed to carry fourteen pounds weight 
— for all above to pay three half- pence per 

Pound.
It is astonishing, however, to read the 

long-continued opposition which was 
maintained against any moderately rapid 
transit of people from place to place. Many 
people were afraid to go from home ; afraid 
of the wider experiences of other places and 
other folk ; afraid not only of accident by the 
way, but of the mere fact of changing the 
stay-at-home habits which had become an 
integral part of their life. It was borne in 
upon so many men, too, that coaches injured 
trade.

Before they (i.e. coaches) were set up. 
Travellers rode on Horseback, and men had Boots, 
Spurs, Saddles, Bridles, Saddle-Clothes, and good 
Riding-suits, Coats and Cloaks, Stockings and 
Hats ; whereby the wool and leather of the 
kingdom was consumed, and the poor people set at 
work by Carding, Combing, Spinning, Knitting, 
Weaving, Fulling ; and your Cloth-workers, 
Drapers, Taylors, Saddlers, Tanners, Curriers, 
Shoe-Makers, Spurriers, Lorrayners, and Felt 
Makers, had a good employ. Besides, it is a great 
hurt to the Girdlers, Sword-Cutlers, Gun-Smiths, 
and Trunk-Makers ; most gentlemen, before they 
travelled in their coaches, using to ride with 
Swords, Belts, Pistols, Holsters, Portmanteaus, 
and Hat Cases. And if they were women that 
travelled, they used to have Safeguards and 
Hoods, Side-saddles and Pillions, with Strappins, 
Saddle or Pillion Cloths, which (for the most part) 
were either laced or embroidered. Moreover, it was 
alleged, there were moral evils attending such 
wholesale and new means of travel. Passage to 
London being so easy, Gentlemen go to London 
oftener than they need, and their Ladies either 
with them, or, having the convenience of these 
coaches, quickly follow them. And when they are 
there they must be in the Mode, have all the new 
Fashions, buy all their Cloaths there, and go to 
Plays, Balls, and Treats, where they get such a 
habit of Jollity, and a love to Gayety and Pleasure, 
that nothing afterwards in the Country will serve 
them, if ever they should fix their minds to live 
there again. What must become of all the rest of 
the Inns on the Roads where these Coaches stay 
not? Take all the grand Roads in England, as 
York, Exeter, Bath, and others. There are about 
500 Inns on each road, and these Coaches do not 
call at fifteen or sixteen of them ; then what can 
follow, but that the rest be undone, and their 
Landlords lose their rents ?

Such were the fears which are always 
incidental — at least with English people — 
to anything that is new. They were 
inevitable, and they were bound to arise. 
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Caricatures were published, and terrible 
stories circulat-ed, about the terrors and 
dangers of the way. But when Telford and 
McAdam came and showed people how to 
make splendid and safe roads, nothing could 
stop the immense impetus which was given 
to coach-travelling. It is said that a Somerset 
man, Mr. Gabriel Stone, of Somerset Farm, 
near Axbridge, was the first local authority to 
make really good roads. He, it was said, 
made his road so smooth and dry that the 
stage-coachmen complained it was too good, 
as it made both coachmen and horses 
careless, so that they oftener tripped on this road 
than on the roads which were worse ! " It was not 
long before Bridgwater was within a day's 
journey of London. A new era had arisen, 
and the staid, quiet folk of the country towns 
could get into quick touch with the capital of 
the country, and with each new aspect of 
developing thought and life. The slow, 
lumbering Waggon was soon to be used for 
heavy goods only, and for the very indigent ; 
the aspiring traveller must now seek a 
swifter way.

Edited by Tony & Jane Woolrich. 22/07/2020


