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Extract from the Bridgwater Mercury 2 October 

1906 

To commemorate the opening of their New 

Premises, the Co-operative Society will admit 

members during next week without the usual 

1s. entrance fee. We understand that examples 

of their productions will be presented to those 

attending the Tea and Concert on Saturday. 

[Ad] 
 

Extract from the Bridgwater Mercury 9 October 

1906 
 

BRIDGWATER CO-OPERATIVE 

SOCIETY 
An important event in the history of the 

Bridgwater Industrial Co-operative Society took 

place on Saturday afternoon, when in the 

presence of a large crowd of members and 

friends the handsome new central premises that 

have been erected at the corner of King-street 

and Chapel-street were formally opened by the 

president of the society (Mr A. H. Attwell). The 

premises, which have been built by Mr C Bryer, 

jun. contractor of Bridgwater, from plans 

prepared by Mr. J. Wyatt Hill, architect. of 

Bridgwater consist of a basement. and three 

floors above. The total height from street to roof 

is about 35 feet. There are four entrances to the 

buildings, the main entrance at the corner giving 

access to the whole. There are two entrances in 

Chapel-streets one to each shop, and a goods 

entrance in King-street. The principal materials 

used for the exterior are Bath stone and red 

bricks; the roof is covered with patent Marseilles 

tiles by the Somerset Trading Company. Over 

the main entrance is an oriel-window 

surmounted by a lead-covered dome or turret. 

Prior to the opening ceremony the officers, 

committee of management, delegates; from 

other societies, and representatives of different 

sections, accommodated in brakes and preceded 

by the B. A. Christy Band, paraded the main 

streets of the town, and returned to the new 

central premises at 4.30. p.m., where a large 

crowd had gathered to witness the interesting 

proceedings.                        

Mr. F. Hill presided, and the speech making 

took place from the brakes, after the hymn 

“Forward all ye workers” had been sung.1 
 

… Then follows a series of congratulatory speeches 

(omitted here) In the middle of a speech by Mr Adam 

Dean, secretary of the Southern section is the 

following section: …The history of their society 

extended over 15 years and during that time 

they had done trade to the extent of £80,000, and 

during that time they had also divided amongst 

their members in the shape of profit no less than 

the sum than £8000 (Applause). Last quarter 

their trade amounted to nearly £20,000, and last 

quarter they divided amongst their members 

£490. That profit, which went back to the 

members was kept and spent in the town. but in 

the case of shops belonging to limited liability 

companies the dividend went out of the town. 

Throughout the country there were 1,700 

co-operative societies, with membership of 2¼ 

million, representing about ten millions of 

people. The total trade last year was 100 million 

pounds, and there was a dividend in the shape 

of profit amongst the members a sum of ten 

million pounds. (Applause) 

 More congratulatory speeches were made, and 

small souvenir gifts were exchanged between Mr J. J. 

Worley, managing secretary, and Mr C Bryer, jun. 

the contractor. Mr H. A. Attwell, the president of the 

Bridgwater society, then opened the building with an 

engraved silver key. 

 Customers then entered the store and made 

purchases. 

 Later the party moved to the Town-hall, where tea 

was served in two sittings, such was the number of 

people. In the evening a meeting of the Bridgwater 

society was held, where more speeches were given, 

and it was followed with a concert, given by the 

Bristol-based Bric-a-brac concert party. 

 
1 This was a trade union song; its origins are 

obscure. 


