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Die Jovis , 26° Julii 1838 .
The Lord WHARNCLIFFE in the Chair .

Evidence on the Operation of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act .

The Reverend NOBLETT RUDDOCK is 
called in , and further examined as follows :

HAVE you ever turned your Attention at all and 
endeavoured to recollect who were the Persons 
present on the 14th of April , when the Motion was 
made by you to which you have been referred ?

I assure your Lordships , since I had the 
Honour of your Communication I have given 
my best Attention to the Subject , and it is with 
great Regret I am compelled to say that I have 
no further Information to give upon the Subject ; 
that I cannot recollect who was present besides .

Can you recollect how many were present ?
I should think under Ten .
How many under Ten ?
It is impossible to state precisely ; that is a 

Kind of Subject which would never occur to my 
Mind after the Business of the Day was over .

If you heard the Names of all those who were 
present should you be able to recollect who were 
present at that Time ?

No , I should not , certainly .
Are you certain the Board had not broken up ?
I am certain they had not , for the Chairman 

took the Report and read it ; and after I had 
made the few Observations which I did , those 
Observations were seconded by Mr . Bowen , as 
I stated before ; upon the Question put , as to 
the Impropriety of taking the Report into 
consideration at all , it was taken as matter of 
course , the Report of the Visiting Committee .

That was always done ?
Yes .
You did not make any Motion on that Occasion ?
No ; I made no Motion .
Nor did Mr . Bowen ?
No .
How did the Business go off ; what was the 

Understanding with which it went off ; was it that it 
should be taken into consideration the next Day ?

No ; it seemed to be negatived completely by 
the Opinion the Chairman had given upon the 
Subject , that we were not conforming to the 
Provisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act .

What was negatived ?
The Recommendation of the Medical Officer 

to make an Alteration in the Dietary .
Was there any Recommendation from the Medical 

Officer ?
Yes ; it is embodied in the Report of the Day .
About the Bread and Cheese ?
Yes .
There was a Recommendation , which you think 

was negatived , but there was no Proposition made ?
No , there was not ; but may I be allowed to 

say , without having a direct Question put , that 
the Business of the Board is not always 
conducted by
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Motion ; for instance , a Report is made from 
the Governor of the House every Week , which 
is generally presented by the Visitor for the 
Week ; that Report sets forth what Necessaries 
will be wanted for the Supply of the House 
during the Week ; when I am the Visitor I 
generally look over that Report before it goes in 
to the Board ; then I present it to the Chairman 
myself ; the Chairman having gone through it 
says , “ Is it the Pleasure of the Board that these 
Things be ordered ? ” Sometimes when the 
Subject is brought before the Board , perhaps it 
may be a Letter which may be read , then no 
Motion is made upon it , but the Chairman 
himself says , “ Is it the Pleasure of the Board 
that this be done , ” or “ this be allowed ? " I 
assure your Lordships that when I presented 
that Report I did consider it as a Matter coming 
within the Jurisdiction of the Board , and I did 
not anticipate any Objection to it . 

What was the Objection made ?
The Objection was , that the Medical Officer 

had not the Power of altering the Diet for 
Persons who were well .

The Board had been very full that Day , had not it 
?

As full as usual , I conceive .
There was a long Discussion that Day on another 

Subject , was not there ?
 I do not recollect that there was .
Do not you recollect a long Discussion about the 

Report of the Building Committee ?
No , I do not . 
Do not you remember a very warm Discussion 
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taking place ?
I do not know what particular Subject your 

Lordship alludes to with respect to the Building.
Was not there a Debate whether the Report of the 

Building Committee should be agreed to or not ?
That is not within my Recollection .
You do not recollect a very warm Speech from Mr 

. Bowen , in which he withdrew from the Building 
Committee ?

No , I do not ; the only Discussion of any 
Importance within my Knowledge respecting 
the Building Committee was a desultory kind of 
Conversation that took place with respect to the 
Windows .

Was that on this Day ?
No .
The Question refers to a Discussion on this Day ?
I do not recollect it .
You do not recollect Mr . Bowen getting up with 

considerable Excitement , and desiring that his Name 
might be struck out of the Building Committee ?

No , I do not .
You do not recollect his getting up subsequently , 

and saying that he had been too warm , and 
requesting his Name might be put in again ?

No .
You would have recollected it if you had been 

there and heard it , should not you ?
It is possible I might ; I may have been there , 

or may not have been there ; it does not follow 
that we continue there the whole of the Time .

How do you account for it , if there was no 
particular Discussion , that the Report of the Visiting 
Committee , particularly if it contained something of 
considerable Import , was not presented at the usual 
Time , - at the Beginning of Business ?

It frequently happened that it was not taken 
into consideration at that Time .

Do you mean to say that it was frequently put off 
till after the Paupers had appeared before the Board ?

Yes .
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Did not the Visiting Committee bring the Report 
with them ?

No ; it was left at the Workhouse , and the 
Governor brought it with him .

Did not you bring it yourself ? 

No ; the Governor of the Workhouse sends in 
the Book to the Board Table , and I consider it 
my Duty as Visitor to present it to the 
Chairman.

You were present that Day ?
I was .
You made it a Practice to do that ?
I did oftener than I did not .
Was not that generally done early in the Business 

?
It was frequently ; but sometimes the 

Chairman said , “ I will take it after the Paupers,”
Do you mean to say it was frequently taken after 

the Paupers were gone through ?
It was occasionally , when there were many 

in attendance .
And when the greater Portion of the Guardians 

had retired ?
It does not follow that that is the Case , 

because sometimes the greater Number of 
Guardians remain till the Board is nearly broken 
up ; at other Times they fall off by Degrees .

On this Occasion , this Report , which you 
conceived contained something of very considerable 
Importance , you did not bring forward till the 
Number of the Board was reduced to less than Ten ?

The Visitors Book was on the Table , but it 
was not taken to the Chairman . 

It was not presented to the Chairman ? .
It was not read till after that Time .
Though there was this very important Entry in it 

, you did not think it necessary to call the Attention 
of the Board to it while the Board was full ?

I considered it a Recommendation that 
would be adopted immediately . 

You have stated that you never were cautioned 
against visiting the House ? 

No ; not to my Recollection .
You never heard of any Infection ?
No .
And you visited as often as you would have done 

at other Times ?
I visited in my Week , I conceive , with One 

or Two Exceptions , when I requested some of 
my Brethren to visit for me ; but , generally 
speaking , I made a point of taking my own 
Week .

You attended the Board pretty constantly during 
the Autumn of 1836 , did not you ?

I suppose I did .
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Your Name is down as having attended every 
Day in October , November , December , and up to 
the 10th of January ?

I made a point of attending to the Duties of 
the Board whenever I possibly could .

Did you during that Time hear frequent 
Applications made for a Change of Diet ?

I am not aware that I heard any thing of the 
Kind .

You did not hear Mr . Baker make repeated 
Applications for a Change of Diet ?

I do not recollect it .
Should not you have recollected it if it had 

occurred ?
I might , possibly ; but Mr . Baker was a very 

constant Attendant , in consequence of living in 
Bridgwater , and gave a great deal of personal 
Attention to the Workhouse , more than the 
other Guardians could do .

1234
The Question refers to Applications to the Board ; 

you do not recollect hearing repeated Applications 
made to the Board for a Change of Diet during the 
Autumn of 1836 ?

No ; I have no Recollection of it . 
You do not recollect any Discussions in the Board 

on that Subject ? 
No , I do not .
You made a Motion which you stated the other 

Day would have the Effect of excluding Mr . Young 
from being the Medical Officer of the District ; was 
that suggested to you by any Person ?

No , it was not .
It was entirely your own Suggestion ?
Entirely .
The Resolution is under the Date of the 26th of 

May . - " It was moved by the Reverend N . Ruddock 
, and seconded by R . K . M . King , Esquire , 
that no Gentleman who is not at present a 
Medical Officer under this Union be eligible to fill 
that Situation unless he has passed his 
Examination at the Apothecaries Hall , and is 
also a Member of the College of Surgeons , 
which Motion , on a Division , was negatived . ” 
Why did you state , “ who is not at present a Medical 
Officer " ?

It occurred to me that it would bear very 
hard on any Gentlemen who were our Medical 
Officers if that Resolution should apply to them 
, and exclude them .

You stated the other Day that you were not aware 
it would exclude any ? ,

It was not within my Recollection , but my 
Object was that it should not have that Effect .

You were aware that it would exclude some , 
though it was not within your Recollection the other 
Day ?

Very , probably I was , but I did not recollect 
that .

You state that it was made proprio motu ?
I declare in the most solemn Manner that it 

was .
Were you at the last Election of Doctors , when 

Mr . Ward was re - elected ? 
Yes ; a short Time since .
Mr . King was proposed upon that Occasion , was 

not he ? 
He was .
There was a Division in the Board upon that ?
Yes .
Was any Objection made to Mr . Ward on the 

Ground of his Medical Practice ?
There was an Exception taken by one 

Gentleman as to certain Entries which appeared 
upon a Card which belonged to him , and that 
was urged against his Appointment .

Was any Exception taken to any of his Medical 
Practice ? 

Was any Complaint made of Want of Skill or good 
Management , in a medical point of view ?

I should think not . 
Was not it expressly put to the Board whether any 

Gentleman had any thing to object to Mr . Ward 
upon that Score ?

I am not aware that a Question of that Kind 
was asked , but I think I am correct in saying 
that no Objection was made .

Who was in the Chair upon that Occasion ; was 
not it Mr . Strangways ? 

I believe it was .
You do not recollect his putting the Question , “ 

Does any one object to Mr . Ward on account of 
his Want of Medical Skill ? " ?

No ; I should think he did not .
You do not recollect that Question being put ?
No , I do not .
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You recollect that no objection was urged ?
No Objection was urged that I am aware of .
Were you present when Mr . Ward was first 

elected ?
Yes ; I proposed Mr . King at Midsummer 

1837 .
Was that Card produced at that Election ?
No ; I never saw any thing of the Card , nor 

was it mentioned .
You say you were one of the Visitors for the Day 

on the 21st of April ?
Yes .
You went through the Workhouse that Day , did 

not you ?
I went through it either that Day or that 

Week ; I made a point of going through it once a 
Week ; I do not think I did that Day .

Did any of the Visiting Guardians on that Day go 
through the Work house ?

I do not recollect that they did ; we had a 
Report from the Medical Officer .

Are you quite certain that any Visiting Guardians 
, except yourself and one other , Mr . Inman , did go 
through the House ?

It is very possible some of the Bridgwater 
Guardians might have gone through , for they 
were upon the Spot , and they might take an 
early Opportunity of looking into the House ; 
but with respect to myself , as I live at a 
Distance from Bridgwater , I may not be at the 
Board sufficiently early , and then I should send 
for the Governor , and have his Report , and if 
any thing further was necessary send for the 
Medical Officer .

You do not recollect whether the others went 
through the Workhouse that Day ?

I do not .
You do not recollect whether Mr . Inman went 

through the House that Day ?
I cannot say either Way .
The Medical Officer recommended the Use of 

Bread and Cheese instead of Gruel ?
He did .
That was negatived at once ?
Yes .
On what Occasion was it negatived ?
On the Occasion of my making the Entry in 

the Visitors Book , when the Report of the 
Recommendation of the Medical Officer to make 
an Alteration in the Diet was not taken into 

consideration .
Was not the Proposition of the Medical Officer 

negatived without any Discussion ?
It was not put to the Board .
Was it put to the Board or not ?
No , it was not ; it dropped to the Ground in 

consequence of the Opinion given by the 
Chairman that the Medical Officer was out of 
Order in making the Recommendation .

You state that the Number did not amount to Ten 
who were then present ?

Perhaps not .
Do you recollect whether they were all sitting at 

the Table , and attending to the Business , or any of 
them grouped round the Room talking ?

I should say that the Guardians who were 
present were at the Table ; but we frequently 
begin Business with a very small Number , and 
we sometimes end with scarcely more than 
enough to make a Board ; and within the last 
Fortnight or Three Weeks a Motion has been put 
, and passed with only Three , and I was one of 
the Three , and was requested to remain , that 
the Board might be complete ,
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Bread and Cheese were proposed to be substituted 
for the Gruel ? 

It was to be for Dinner , I think .
What was the desultory Conversation about the 

Windows ; was not it an Objection that the Windows 
prevented the Paupers looking out ?

Yes ; that was the Objection ; and some of the 
Board were of opinion that they should be 
lowered .

Did the Guardians object on that account ?
Some of them did .
But not a great many ?
Not a great many that I recollect .
Was there a Motion made upon that Subject ?
No , there was not .
You expected that the Recommendation of the 

Medical Man would be immediately adopted ?
I certainly did .
Have you frequently visited the House since 

they have gone into the new House ?
Yes .
Have you ever heard any Complaints from the 
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People of the Windows being too high ?
I have not heard Complaints ; but the other 

Day , in going through the House , I met with an 
old Woman who spoke to me ; I recognised her 
Features : I said , " I think you were in the old 
House ? ” She said she was . I said , “ Which 
House do you like best ? ” She said , “ I like the 
old one best . " I said , “ For what Reason ? ” 
She said , “ Because there I could look out at the 
Windows . " That was all that passed .

She liked the old House best ?
Yes ; for that Reason ,
What did she look upon when she looked out at the 

Windows ? 
She looked into the ??????
That was close to the Town , was not it ?
Yes .
And a good many People passed it ?
Yes .
Carriages and Carts and Waggons ?
Yes .
If she had looked out at the Windows in the new 

House what would she have looked into ?
She would look into some of the Courts .
And see nothing but the Courts ?
No .
Is it surrounded by Buildings ?
She could look over the Wall into the Green 

Fields ; but in passing through the House I have 
invariably found that the Inmates are perfectly 
satisfied .I have made a point of asking , and I 
have not heard One Opinion to the contrary ,

No Person has ever made a substantive Complaint 
of the Height of the Windows ?

Not to me , nor to any one I know , She did not 
make a substantive Complaint that the Windows 
were too high ? 

No .
The Witness is directed to withdraw .
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GEORGE WARRY Esquire is called in , and 

further examined as follows :
WHEN Mr . King ' s Letter was presented to the 

Board , dated the 25th of October , did it not occur to 
you , as Chairman of the Board , that you should 
make some Inquiry of Mr . King , personally , upon 
the Subject of the Disease in the House ?

It did not occur to me , for this Reason , that I 

had not a Recollection of Mr . King ' s Letter ; I 
was present at the Board on the 25th of October, 
the Day on which there was a great Confusion 
at the Board , when the Bishop was present .

Was that Letter afterwards brought to your 
Notice ?

I do not recollect that it was .
Was not it brought to your Notice the following 

Board Day by Mr . Poole ' s Letter stating that every 
thing which had been recommended had been done ?

I do not recollect that .
Do you recollect Mr . Poole ' s Letter on the 1st of 

November ?
I have not a Recollection of that Letter .
[ The Letter is read to the Witness . ]
Do you recollect that Letter ?
I recollect seeing it , I think .
As Chairman of the Board of Guardians you did 

not think it necessary for you to visit the House ; you 
left that to the Visiting Committee ?

It was left to the Visiting Committee ; I had 
not Time on the Board Day , and I did not make 
a point of going over specially to visit it ; but I 
am sure I visited it sometimes . I stated on a 
former Occasion , when I was asked with 
reference to a Woman of the Name of Sarah 
Winslade , that I thought she was one of the 
Persons that had been sent to the Lunatic 
Asylum ; that was not Sarah Winslade , but 
another Woman ; I went to the Work house , 
and made the Order ; I saw Mr . Poole , and the 
Governor was there .

You did not conceive it to be your Duty to visit 
the Workhouse , and watch over the Proceedings of 
the Workhouse , and see how far the Visiting 
Committee did their Duty ?

It was a Matter that never occurred to my 
Mind that it was necessary for me to do so .

Did you ever see any Reason to doubt the 
Competency and Diligence of the Visiting Committee 
in performing the Duties assigned to them by the 
Board and by the Law ?

Not the least .
When you accepted the Office of Chairman of the 

Board of Guardians did not you feel that the Eyes of 
the Neighbourhood would be directed to you for the 
proper Management of the Board and the Workhouse 
under your Charge ?

I felt that as the greatest Difficulty forced 
upon me , and that I was called upon to execute 
the Law in a Town where the new Poor Law 
was unpopular ; and I knew also that a 
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Pamphlet upon the Subject had been written 
before that .

What Pamphlet ?
Mr . Bowen's , addressed to the King , was 

written before the Formation of the Union .
Under those Circumstances did you not think 

yourself more strictly bound than under common 
Circumstances to have watched the Proceedings of 
the Visiting Committee , and yourself to have 
ascertained the State in which the House was ?

I never supposed that I individually had the 
whole of the Operation of the Act upon me ; that 
was more than I could undertake to answer for . 
As Chair man I thought it my Duty to preside at 
the Board , and to see that the
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Orders and Rules of the Commissioners were 
at the Board regularly conducted , but as 
Chairman I had no other Power under the Act 
than any other individual Guardian .

You considered your Duties confined to a proper 
Regulation of the Board , and carrying on its Duties 
regularly ?

Yes ; out of the Board I was no more than any 
other Guardian .

Did not you consider yourself specially bound to 
look after the proper working of the Law with respect 
to the Management of the Board ?

Individually I did not .
Now that your Attention has been directed to that 

Point , do you not think that you was more than any 
other Guardian bound to look after the Management 
of the Workhouse ?

I do not think that I am , any more than the 
Chairman of the Quarter Sessions is responsible 
for the Management of a County Gaol .

Was not the Committee appointed for the express 
Purpose of visiting the House , and reporting weekly 
to the Board ?

It was ; the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
were Members of that Committee ex officio .

Did you ever attend that Visiting Committee ?
Very seldom .
Did not you think it still more your Duty , being 

Chairman , to attend that Committee , and see that 
its Proceedings were properly conducted ?

I did not consider it more my Duty to do so , 
for the Duties of Chairman are so onerous I 
could not attend to every thing ; and I had no 

reason to believe that the Duties of the Visiting 
Committee were neglected .

It is a general Rule that the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman shall be Members of the Visiting 
Committee ?

Yes ; that Rule was established at the 
Commencement .

Do not you think that the Public would look to 
you as giving a Sort of Guarantee that the Matter 
was properly conducted , from your Character and 
Station ?

I had no Suspicion that I individually was 
answerable for the right Management of the 
Details of the Workhouse ; it was more than an 
individual Gentleman could possibly be 
expected to attend to , living Nine Miles from 
the Place where the Proceedings were going on .

The Visiting Committee was appointed for the 
Purpose of visiting and superintending the 
Workhouse ?

Yes . 
Was not it principally confined to Persons living 

in Bridgwater or the immediate Neighbourhood ?
Just so .
Because it was supposed to be convenient to them 

to attend more frequently than Persons living at a 
Distance ?

Yes .
The Board relied upon their Examination and 

their weekly Report ? 
Certainly .
Do not the Poor Law Commissioners at Somerset 

House sign a particular Form of Queries for the 
Visiting Committee to reply to every Week ?

Certainly .
Was not that regularly supplied to the Board ?
Yes ; it was laid weekly before the Board .
It was put into your Hand , and you read the 

Result ?
Yes ; every Week , as far as I can remember , 

there might be Days when it was not .
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You were satisfied with seeing the Book , without 
personal Inquiry at the Workhouse ?

Yes ; not having my Attention drawn 
particularly to the Workhouse I did not go 
frequently ; I certainly did go in the early 
Period, between the Formation of the Union and 
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the Christmas of 1836 . I remember an old Man 
of the Parish of Grainton , William Pike , coming 
to my House at Shapwick , and petitioning to go 
to the Workhouse , because the Poorhouse at 
Grainton was so riotous and disorderly . He was 
admitted . I visited him there , and after 
inquiring how he was he told me that he was 
very comfortable , and “ would not go back again 
for Forty Pounds . "

If you had been told there was any thing 
particular occurring in the Workhouse , or had been 
told by the Visiting Committee that there was any 
Occasion for your visiting it , should you have 
attended ?

I should , certainly .
If you had been told there was any particular 

Complaint in the House should you have attended ?
I should have done so .
If you had been told there was a great Want of 

Beds , or any Stench in the House , should not you 
have attended ?

I should .
Did you ever hear of such a Circumstance ?
No , I did not .
You do not remember Mr . Baker making a 

Representation upon the Subject was in the Month of 
March ?

Mr . Baker was never present in the Month of 
March when I was there .

In the Month of April ?
I will begin with the Quarter commencing 

the 3d of January 1837 . I was at Quarter 
Sessions attending my Duties as a Magistrate ; 
Mr . Baker appears upon the Minute Book to 
have been at the Board , but I could not possibly 
have met him there on that Day . On the 10th of 
January I was present in the Chair ; Mr . Baker 
was absent . On the 17th of January I was see 
present ; Mr . Baker was absent . On the 24th of 
January I was present ; Mr . Baker was absent . 
On the 31st of January I was present ; Mr . Baker 
was absent ; and on the 31st of January Mr . 
Baker signed the Visitors Book , but did not 
come to the Board to state to the Board any 
thing beyond the Report in the Visitors Book . 
On the 31st of January , “ the House generally 
un healthy ; " he was not present that Day .

Did you make any Inquiry upon that Subject ?
No , I did not , because the Prevalence of 

Influenza was then so great ; I had it in my 
House , and only a few Days before the Head 
Nurse in my Family had died of the Complaint .

You took for granted it was Influenza that was 
prevailing ?

Yes ; and it was known at the Time that the 
Business of the Bank of England and other great 
Establishments was interrupted in consequence. 
I ascertained Yesterday from one of the Clerks 
in the Bank of England that that was the Case 
there .

The Committee are to understand that though 
that Remark was made by Mr . Baker you attributed 
it to Influenza , and did not make further Inquiry ?

On reading that Part I considered it to apply 
to Influenza . 

No Report was made by Mr . Baker that there was 
any particular Complaint ?

Not a Syllable more ; he could not have 
reported any thing about any specific 
Complaint , for he was not at the Board ; this is 
all he says , “ Generally unhealthy . "

From the Prevalence of Sickness generally in the 
Country , there was nothing in that Complaint to 
excite Suspicion in your Mind that there was any 
infectious Disease in the House ?

No .
Had you not heard before that there was Diarrhea 

in the House ?
I had not ; and whenever Diarrhæa has been 

mentioned in the Visitors Book up to this Time 
it so happened I was not present at the Board .

Did not you sometimes look back into the Visitors 
Book to ascertain the State of Health in the 
Workhouse ?

The Business of the Board of Guardians was 
so onerous I had not Time to look back ; all I 
had Time to do was to look at the Business in 
hand .

You generally met at an early Hour in the 
Forenoon ? 

We met at Ten .
Did the Board sit in the Winter Months till a late 

Hour in the Afternoon ? 
They did indeed . -
Did you look by Chance at the Medical Weekly 
Return ? 

I did not .
Have you ever looked since ?
I have not looked into those Books 

personally, because the statistical Part of those 
Proceedings has not been attended to by me .



Evidence to the Parliamentary Select Committee enquiry on the Operation 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act .

Day 17, 24, July 1838
Evidence of Rev Noblett Ruddock, p 1231; George Warry, p 1237; Rev, Samuel Starkey, p 1253; 

Richard King Meade King, p 1254; Thomas Withy Inman, p 1257; Robert George Underdown,p 1276
Edited by Tony Woolrich, 25/04/2021

8

Be so good as to look at the Medical Report for 
that Week , and state how many were returned as 
being afflicted with Diarrhæa , and how many were 
suffering from Influenza ?

There were Two in the House suffering from 
Diarrhæa , and Seventeen suffering from 
Influenza .

That Book was lying on the Table in the Board 
Room ? 

It was .
If the Book remained there was it lying open for 

the Guardians to examine ? 
Yes .
Was it the Practice for one of the Guardians to 

look over the Book while the Business proceeded ?
That was the Practice .
If they saw any thing to which it was necessary to 

call the Attention of the Chairman would they call 
his Attention to it ?

They would , of course .
Do you recollect whether your Attention was 

called to the numerous Cases of Influenza in the 
House ?

I do not recollect that . On the 7th of February 
1837 Mr . Baker himself reported , “ Many have 
Influenza ; ' that is , in the Visitors Book . On the 
7th of February I find an Entry in my private 
Journal , — I went over to my Duty at the Board 
of Guardians , — « The Business rather heavy ; 
the prevailing Sickness increased ; Number of 
Applicants . ” Mr . Baker and I were both present 
at the Board on that Day he referred to the 
Influenza , and that is one of the Statements in 
the Book as to the Sickness in the House . On the 
14th of February the Report is , “ Generally 
unhealthy . " Mr . Baker was present at the 
Board , and so was I .

Did Mr . Baker support that by any further 
Explanations ?

I do not believe he did ; perhaps my Memory 
may be refreshed by reference to the Minute 
Book . All which I have stated is all which is 
entered in the Minute Book ; the Report was by 
Mr . Colthurst . There does not appear in the 
Minute Book to be any particular Entry ; the 
only remarkable Thing that took place was a 
Notice for altering the Day of Meeting of the 
Board from Tuesday to Friday . On the 21st of 
February I was present at the Board ; Mr . Baker 
was absent . On the 28th of February I was 
present , and so was Mr . Baker . I should wish 
to call your Lordships Attention to the Medical 

Report on the 28th of February ; that was the 
Day which the Board had set apart for receiving 
the Contracts for warming the new House . 
After I had taken the Chair I was called out of 
the Board Room to a Side Room , and there Mr . 
Bowen was present .

He was not a Member at the Time ?
No . The late Mr . Poole was present also . Mr 

. Bowen then pressed upon us the Advantage of 
adopting Mr . Price ' s Method of heating the 
new House with hot Air . I said I had not Time 
to say much upon the Subject ; I must go back to 
the Chair ; but I perfectly well remember the 
Appearance of Mr . Bowen at
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the Board that Day for the Purpose of 
recommending Mr . Price for heating the House 
; and I am confirmed that that was so , because 
Mr . Meade King can prove that Mr . Bowen 
canvassed him for Mr . Price .

What do you infer from that ?
I infer that if there had been any raging 

Sickness in the Workhouse , as Mr . Bowen was 
taking so active a Part , it might have occurred 
to him to mention it to the Members of the 
Board .

He called you out to speak to you about the 
warming of the House ?

Yes .
And you think , if there had been such a Disease 

prevailing in the House , he might have 
communicated with you upon the Subject ?

Yes ; he had communicated with the Board 
before on the Subject of the House ; he had 
written a Letter on the Subject of the Windows . 
On the 10th of March , which was the first 
Meeting of the Board , on Friday , the next 
Board after , the 28th , I was present , and Mr . 
Baker was absent ; on the 17th of March I was 
present , and Mr . Baker was absent ; on the 23d 
of March Mr . Baker was present , and I was 
absent ; on the 25th of March I was present , Mr 
. Baker was absent ; so that during the whole of 
that Period , for à Quarter of a Year , I never met 
Mr . Baker at the Board but Three Times .

How many Times did Mr . Baker attend ?
Five Times .
That was the Quarter in which this prevailing 

Sickness is said to have been raging ?
Yes .
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You do not recollect its having been mentioned to 
you by any Member of the Board of Guardians that 
when you were absent Mr . Baker had called their 
Attention to that Circumstance ?

No .
Did no other Member bring to your Recollection 

the Letter of Mr . King dated the 25th of October ?
I do not recollect its having been brought to 

my Notice .
The whole Recommendation of that Letter was 

complied with immediately , was not it ?
I apprehend so .
Is it not so entered on the Minutes of the 

subsequent Board Day ?
Yes . Mr . Poole wrote a Letter , stating that it 

had a beneficial Effect ; that the Poor were 
surrounded with every Comfort .

Do you recollect Mr . Baker coming to the Board 
Room with the Death Book in his Hand ?

I do not ; if Mr . Baker has stated any Date for 
that I shall be able to speak to it , for I have 
referred to the Minute Book , and seen when I 
was present .

You are not stating these Things from your 
Memory , but from the Minute Book ?

Yes , certainly .
You have no Recollection of it yourself , of course?
No .
You will not say that Mr . Baker was not present 

when he has stated he was present ?
It is impossible for me to say that ; but if Mr . 

Baker was present his Name would be entered .
If he was present there must be a gross Negligence 

in keeping the Minutes , if his Name was not 
inserted?

Yes .
Have you not known Instances of that Omission ?
I cannot call to Mind any Instance where that 

has been the Case .
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Were you present at the Board Day on the 20th of 
December 1836 ?

I was not ; I was unwell , and did not go in 
that Day .

Were you on Thursday the 22d at a Special 
Meeting ?

I was ; and I am quite sure nothing about the 

Contents of the Death Book was stated then , for 
we met for a special Purpose . I do not think I 
ever met so large a Board of Guardians from the 
Commencement of the Union to the present 
Time ; that was with respect to the Constabulary 
Force . It has been supposed that I overruled the 
Board , but on this Occasion the Board were 
almost all against me .

Whether there was or was not Diarrhea or an 
infectious Disease in the House , that Circumstance 
was never brought to your Knowledge during that 
Period by the Report of the Visiting Committee or 
any other Means ?

I have no Recollection of my Attention 
having been called to it as a Matter of 
Complaint . On the 4th of October , which was a 
Board Day , there were no weekly Lists brought 
before the Board , and Mr . Baker was absent on 
that Day from the Board ; and , as it appears 
from the Minute Books , we were occupied the 
whole Day with regard to our Tenders ; there 
were no Orders for the Workhouse , I 
apprehend , on that Day , we having no Lists . 
Then on the 11th of October Mr . Baker was 
present ; and there is a very important and 
precise Entry in the Visiting Committee ' s Book 
that Day : Mr . Baker then reported that the 
House is generally healthy , excepting some 
Sickness among the Children ; it is in the Minute 
Book , Page 94 : - " The Visiting Committee 
report to the Board that there are Ninety - four 
Paupers in the Bridgwater Work . house ; viz . 
Men , Twenty - one , — One of them able - 
bodied ; Women , Twenty , Six of them able - 
bodied ; Boys , Nine Years of Age and upwards 
, Nine ; Boys under Nine , Sixteen ; Girls , Nine 
Years old and upwards , Five ; Girls under Nine 
, Fifteen , Ninety - four ; and that the following 
Necessaries are immediately required . ” - The 
Governor of the Workhouse reported to the 
Board that Robert Grant Fenner , aged Ten 
Years , belonging to the Parish of Cat . cott , 
had run away from the House , and wore off a 
Pair of new Trowsers belonging to the Union ; 
ordered , that he be taken before the 
Magistrates , and proceeded against for the 
Offence at their next Meeting . He also re ported 
that Joseph Burge , aged Fifty - four , belonging 
to the Parish of North Petherton , ran away from 
the House on the 4th Instant . He also reported 
that the mosch Winsloot Niche heden en de 
hlebom in the Web that the rough Winds last 
Night had done considerable Damage to the 
Work . house and Buildings , and that they 
required to be repaired immediately , which he 
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was directed to get done . The Visiting 
Committee were recommended to remove a 
Pauper , by the Name of Jordon , from North 
Petherton to the Bridg . water Workhouse . " 
The Report goes to the Detail of the Workhouse 
, and various Things of that Kind ; but we never 
heard any thing that I remember as to any 
prevalent Disease in the House . In the Visiting 
Committee ' s Re port , to the Question , “ Are 
the Inmates generally healthy , or is there any 
Sickness prevalent among them ? If so , state 
Particulars , and especially if any dangerous or 
highly infectious Case of Illness exists in the 
House , ” - Mr . Baker , in answer to that , says , 
“ Yes ; " that is , that the House is generally 
healthy , “ excepting some Sickness amongst 
the Children . The mere Circumstance of the 
Report of the Visiting Committee referring to 
such comparatively trivial Matters is sufficient to 
show that the Committee had not any very 
serious Matters to report ; certainly I should 
have thought that there was no Exclusion of any 
thing more important which could be stated . 
Then on the 18th of October I was absent ; Mr . 
Baker reported again , “ The House is generally 
healthy , excepting some Sickness amongst the 
Children . ” The 25th of October was the Day on 
which the Board were thrown into some 
Confusion by the Visit of the Bishop . On the 1st 
of November I was present , and Mr . Baker also 
was present : “ Mr . Robert Joliffe Colthurst gave 
Notice of his Intention on Tuesday the 15th 
Instant to move , that so much of a Resolution 
passed on the 31st Day of May last , that 
provides for the Governor and Matron the Food 
of the able - bodied Pauper , be rescinded , and 
that they be allowed , in addition to such Diet , a 
sufficient Supply of Tea and Sugar for their 
general Use . ” “ It was ordered , that Mrs . Ellis , 
the Matron of the North Petherton Workhouse , 
do appear before the Board on Tuesday the 8th 
Instant , ” in respect of some Irregularity in the 
House of North Petherton . Then on that 1st of 
November Mr . Poole ' s Letter was also read , 
as to the
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Effect of the Order of the Board on the 
previous Day , namely , the 25th . On the 8th of 
November Mrs . Ellis attended the Board . I feel 
desirous of going through this , on account of 
the Attacks which I conceive have been made 
upon my Conduct . I am desirous of showing 
when I was present , and what I had the Means 

of knowing . On the 15th of November there 
was a Letter read from Mr . Poole relative to the 
State of Health of the Paupers in the House .

Upon a general Review of all the Circumstances 
of the Case and what happened at that Time , your 
Attention having been very much drawn to it of late , 
not only by your Examination but what has been 
passing in the Neighbourhood of Bridgwater , are 
you able to state that there was never brought to your 
Mind at that Period the Existence of an infectious 
Complaint raging in the Workhouse at Bridgwater ?

Never ; I never knew of it .
You do not recollect that such a Thing was ever 

brought to your Mind ? 
I do not .
Is it possible , if it was brought to your Mind , 

that you could have forgotten it ?
I do not think it is , because when I had 

Occasion to go through the Proceedings of the 
Year at the End I have given a Sort of Extract or 
Summary of all our Proceedings , and such a 
Circumstance never occurred to my Mind ; it 
was not a Subject which I had Occasion to 
comment upon when I prepared the Summary 
at the End of the Year .

Have you a Copy of that Summary with you ?
I have not .
You are quite sure there was nothing on the 

Subject in that Summary ?
There was not .
There was a Summary of the whole Proceedings of 

the Board submitted to the Board at the Close of the 
Year ?

Yes ; as to the Events which had occurred .
Such a Circumstance as a Disorder of that Kind 

raging in the Workhouse for a Number of Weeks was 
not introduced in that Summary ?

It was not .
Have you any Doubt some Observations would 

have been made upon your proposed Report if there 
had been such a Conviction upon the Minds of the 
Guardians ?

It would , certainly ; no Subject could have 
beenm important to have been touched upon ; 
and I allude in that Summary to the prevailing 
Sickness , and to the Labours of the Medical 
Men .

You have said that you sat very late in the 
Evening sometimes in your Board ; were there many 
Occasions on which you did not get through all the 
Cases of Paupers ?
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I think we always got through the Pauper 
List ; we sometimes divided it into Committees .

That Report which was prepared by you received 
the unanimous Approbation of the Board ?

Yes .
It appears by the Minutes to have been a Meeting 

held by Adjournment , and that there were present , 
“ George Warry , Esquire , Chairman ; Richard King 
Meade King , Esquire , Vice Chairman ; Thomas 
Poole , Esquire ; Reverend Henry Parsons ; Thomas 
Withey Inman , Esquire ; Mr . Frederick Axford , Mr 
. Charles Bulpin , Mr . Thomas Banfield , " Mr . 
Robert Joliffe Colthurst , Mr . John Clarke , Mr . 
Thomas Colmer Colthurst , Mr . Thomas Culverwell 
, Mr . Gabrial Cripps , Mr . Robert Durston , Mr . 
John King ( Bawdrip ) , Mr . John King ( Chilten ) , 
Mr . Richard King , Mr . Edwin Laver , Mr . John 
Mogg , Mr . Thomas Poole , Reverend Noblett 
Ruddock , Mr . James Somers , Mr . Benjamin 
Tucker , Mr . William Young , ” - making Twenty - 
four ; of how many does the Board consist ?

Upwards of Sixty .
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On the previous Day it had been mentioned to the 
Board that it was intended to bring forward this ?

Yes ; the regular Board Day was Two Days 
before , and I was prevented going over to the 
Board that Day in consequence of the deep 
Snow . It was understood that I intended to give 
a Summary of the Proceedings , and the Board 
adjourned to the following Saturday .

On that Saturday the Report to the Poor Law 
Commissioners was settled ? 

It was .
You are not now Chairman ?
I am not .
You resigned ?
I did .
Were you much pressed to resume the Chair ?
I was .
Who pressed you particularly ?
Mr . Inman , I thinkg Notice that he should 

propose a Vote of Thanks to me , and asked me 
to take the Chair again . Subsequently to that I 
received a Letter from Mr . Parsons , who had 
proposed me the previous Year , stating that he 
was hurt that he had been forestalled in 
proposing me to the Board , and that he wished 
to have the Honour of doing so the Third Year .

What induced you to refuse to continue Chairman 
? 

I could not continue any longer , I had been 
so vexed . 

You had been so maligned in consequence of what 
had occurred ? 

Yes .
It was in consequence of these Proceedings you 

found your Situation uncomfortable , and would not 
continue in it ?

Yes .
You say you found the Situation so uncomfortable 

that you did not wish to continue in the Chair ; have 
you found that you met with Opposition in the Board 
itself ? 

There was Opposition in the Board itself . 
Was it from that Circumstance , or from the 

Reports that were circulated in consequence of Mr . 
Bowen ' s Pamphlet , that you wished to resign ?

I felt that the Opposition , and the 
Annoyance which it was to me , disturbed my 
own Peace and that of my Family .

Therefore you thought it better to retire from the 
Situation ? 

Yes .
Do you think that Feeling is likely to operate on 

other Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood ?
I should think it would be very difficult to 

get a Gentleman to take the Office of Chairman .
Mrs . Warry , your Mother , has been very much 

harassed , has she not ? 
My Mother has left the Neighbourhood in 

consequence of it .
You think these Proceedings will have the Effect 

of deterring Persons in your Station of Life from 
taking the Chair , or taking an active Part ?

I am afraid they will .
Are there any Instances in your Neighbourhood 

in which this has operated on others as well as 
yourself ?

I have no particular Instance that I can bring 
forward .

Has any thing of the Sort been going forward 
within your Knowledge in any other Union ?

Not that I am aware of .
Are you aware that the present Chairman has 

been harassed in the same Way ?
I have no personal Knowledge of that .
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There is a strong Feeling of Hostility to the 
Administration of the Poor Law in the Union of 
Bridgwater , is not there ?

I think there is in the Town of Bridgwater .
That has annoyed you ?
That has led to Attacks on me .
You say there is a Feeling against the 

Administration of the Poor Law ; is that amongst the 
Poor , or is it amongst a higher Class of Persons ?

It is among the higher Class of Persons , not 
among the Poor .

You see a good deal of the Poor in the 
Neighbourhood , do you not ?

Yes , I do ; I employ a good Number .
Do you think there is any Discontent with the 

working of the Poor Law among those on whom it 
generally operates ?

I do not ; I think they are quite as well 
satisfied and quite as contented , and that they 
are better off .

Do you mean that the Poor are more contented ?
I am sure they are quite as well contented ; I 

am sure they are better off in many Instances , 
and that they are better satisfied , for they get 
the whole of their Relief now .

Do you mean to say they did not get the whole of 
their Relief before ?

They used to anticipate their Relief ; they 
would go and get Credit at the Shop , and they 
did not get so much for their Money .

You do not mean that the Person who had the 
paying of them abstracted any Part of the Money ?

No .
Did the Person who paid the Poor keep a Shop , 

and make them deal with him ?
I have heard , and I believe it to be the Fact , 

that the Overseer who paid the Poor sometimes 
paid them at a Huckster ' s Shop .

Not at his own Shop ?
No .
Have you ever known an Instance where the 

Overseer paid them at his own Shop ?
No ; I have not known an Instance of that .
You do not mean to say the Overseer under the 

old Law abstracted a Part , and put it into his own 
Pocket ?

No .
Do not you think the Poor have a very great 

Objection to being sent into the Workhouse ?
They have an Objection .
Generally , whether well founded or not ?
I think there is a general Objection to the 

Workhouse .
Is it the able - bodied who object , or the Poor 

generally ?
I think those Persons object who are , if I may 

use the Expression , Candidates for the 
Poorhouse , - likely to be sent there .

Old Persons ?
Yes .
They are most interested in inquiring into it ?
Yes .
And those who inquire into it most object to it ; is 

that what you mean to say.
Some do , and some do not ; some dislike it , 

and some approve of the Workhouse .
The old Persons probably accept ; but do not those 

who have large Families and are not able to maintain 
them object to it ?

They object to it .
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You alluded to another Class of Persons who 
object , Persons in a superior Situation of Life ?

Yes ; I think , generally speaking , in 
Bridgwater the higher Class of Persons have 
been rather against the new Poor Law .

What Class of Persons do you mean ?
The Gentry .
Do the Gentry of Bridgwater generally object to 

the new Poor Law ? 
I think that is the prevailing Feeling .
With respect to the different Classes of Paupers , 

are you in the habit of enforcing very rigorously the 
sending the old People into the Workhouse by 
refusing Relief out of the House ?

Certainly not ; we never wish to send an 
infirm Person into the House , if he is better off 
out , and if he has Friends and Relations to take 
care of him out of it .

Had they not a greater Objection to being sent 
into the Workhouse in the latter End of 1836 and the 
Beginning of 1837 than you ever heard at any other 
Time ?

I cannot speak with any Certainty to that .
Has there been a greater Indisposition to go into 
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the Workhouse since the Publication of Mr . Bowen ' 
s Pamphlet ?

I do not know that I can say one Way or 
another .

You state that it was not the Practice of the 
Bridgwater Union to be very strict in refusing Out - 
door Relief to the old and infirm ?

We never do where we think they will be more 
comfortable out than in . The Objection to which you 
allude will not apply to that Case ?

 No .
The Objections felt by the Poor are principally by 

those Classes who are neither old nor infirm ?
Yes .
You remember , of course , the Time when Mr . 

Ward was elected the Medical Officer of the 
Bridgwater District and the Workhouse the first 
Year?

Yes .
He made his Appearance at the Board ?
He did .
He produced his Testimonials himself ?
He did .
Did you at that Time see a Card of his , that 

appears in the Letter Book of the Board , dated at 
Newcastle ?

I do not recollect any thing of the Sort .
Do not you remember his stating himself to have 

been in several Situations in London ?
Yes ; I have an Impression upon my Mind 

that that was so .
Assistant Surgeon at one place , and Consulting 

Surgeon at another , and so forth ?
Yes . 
Did you make Inquiries of him respecting those 

Matters ?
No , I think not ; we took for granted that his 

Certificates and Testimonials were correct .
Did you make any Inquiry as to his Character and 

Conduct at any previous Time of his Life ?
No . 
Did you send down to Newcastle to inquire about 

him ? 
No ; we had no Time ,
He was in point of fact chosen upon the Goodness 

of his Testimonials only , without any Inquiry into 
any of those Circumstances ?
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Why did not you think it worth while to inquire 
at Newcastle and other Places where he stated he had 
been practising as Surgeon ?

We had not Time to do that ; the Day was 
fixed , the 4th of July , for filling up the 
Appointment , and we could not delay the 
Appointment any longer .

Why could not you delay the Appointment a 
Week to make the Inquiry into the Conduct of any 
Person who might be a Candidate ?

The Medical Men were going on attending to 
the poor Persons as private Patients ; the Board 
were given to understand that their Bills were 
swelling very rapidly , and were anxious to stop 
it .

If you had had Time , should you have thought it 
necessary to make Inquiries respecting the private 
Character of a Gentleman who produced 
Testimonials that were satisfactory ?

We should not have thought it necessary .
Has it happened to you , as a Governor or 

personally interested in any Hospital or Infirmary , 
or any Institution of that Kind , to be present when 
Surgeons or Physicians were elected for the Care of 
those Institutions ?

I do not remember having been engaged in 
the Election of Officers for any Institution of that 
Kind , except at Bridgwater Infirmary , one of 
Mr . Toogood ' s Sons .

You do not recollect to have been engaged in the 
Election of any Medical Officer for any Institution in 
London or elsewhere except that one ?

No .
Suppose you had to choose a Medical Person to 

attend your Family , would you not make some 
Inquiry not only as to his Skill , but also as to his 
Conduct in Life , and as to the Truth of the Facts 
which he stated ?

In selecting a Medical Officer for my own 
Family I should be inclined certainly to make 
Inquiries regarding him .

Do not you think that in a Case where a new 
Person was to be introduced as a Medical Officer in a 
Union Inquiries should be made as to the Truth of 
the Account he gave of himself ?

I think the Cases are completely different ; a 
Medical Man ' s private Character introduced 
into a Gentleman ' s Family would have more 
Effect than where a Man was to enter a public 
Situation .

Do you not think that it is necessary to inquire 
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into the previous Conduct of a Person who applies for 
a public Situation of that Kind ?

It would be desirable to do so , if there was 
Time ; but the Board of Guardians had had on 
the Establishment Medical Men whose private 
Characters perhaps were not the most estimabl .

Would not that have been a very good Reason for 
requiring more Strictness ?

We had not a large Number of Medical Men 
to make the Selection from .

Were not there other Persons in Bridgwater not 
employed as Medical Men ?

Yes .
There was another Candidate ?
Yes ; but Mr . Ward ' s Testimonials were 

most satisfactory .
In that Case the other Candidate was known to 

every body ?
Yes ; but Mr . King had previously to the 

Election stated that he was under an 
Engagement not to hold Intercourse with Two 
of the Officers who had been previously elected, 
and I believe that went very much against his 
Election .

You are understood to say that if you had had 
Time you would have thought it right to make 
further Inquiry respecting Mr . Ward ?

Probably we might ; if Mr . Ward had 
attended a Week before the Day of Election , 
then most likely some Inquiry would have been 
instituted as to what his Character was .

1248 

Are you to be understood to say that you think 
when you elect a Person to a public Office of that 
Kind you have any thing to do but to inquire 
respecting his professional Skill ?

That is the great Point to inquire into , 
certainly .

He was not an Inmate in the House ?
No .
He was not admitted to private Intercourse with 

any Person in the House ? 
No .
Is it your Opinion that no Person should be 

introduced into the Attendance upon the Poor of any 
District without some Inquiry being made as to the 
private Character of that Person ?

If we had Time to make personal Inquiry it 

would be better to do so ; but under the 
Circumstances we could not .

Were you present at the Time of Mr . Ward ' s Re 
- election ? 

I was .
Was there any thing then said upon the Subject of 

any Part of his previous Life ?
I do not remember that there was a Syllable 

said about it . 
There was no Discussion ?
No .
There was a Contest ?
Yes .
And a pretty narrow Contest ?
Yes . .
Who was the other Candidate upon that Occasio ?
Mr . King .
Did the Opponents of Mr . Ward at that Time 

state any thing with respect to his private Character 
as a Reason for his not being re - elected ?

I believe nothing of the Kind was stated .
At that Time was there any Question asked with 

respect to Mr . Ward ' s professional Character and 
Capacity as exhibited in his Conduct from the Time 
of his first Election ?

I think some Gentleman who supported Mr . 
Ward challenged a Member of the Board to state 
any thing in reference to Mr . Ward ' s 
professional Skill .

Do you know who that was ?
I rather think it was Mr . Meade King . ,
Mr . Strangways was the Chairman ?
Yes .
Did he put it to the Board whether there was any 

thing ? 
I do not remember his doing so .
Do you remember the Board giving a Direction to 

Mr . Ward to examine Charlotte Allen ?
I remember Three or Four of the Guardians 

doing it ; I do not think it was done at the Board.
Did you ever see his Report ?
Yes ; the Report of his first Visit .
Did he give Two Reports ?
I think there were Two Statements .
Had you at the Time of his second Election heard 

of Charlotte Allen having been examined by Mr . 
Standert of Taunton ?

I do not recollect .
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Do you know Mr . Standert of Taunton ?
I do ; I have no personal Acquaintance with 

him .

1249

Do you know his professional Character ?
I do ; I understand it stands high .
It stands very high , does not it ?
Yes .
Is there any Person of higher professional 

Character in that part of the Country than Mr . 
Standert ?

I do not think that there is .
Do not you think that it is necessary to examine 

into a Man ' s moral Cha racter before you deliver 
over a Poor District into his Care ?

I think not ; if we knew his moral Character 
was bad that would be an Objection to him .

Was Mr . Ward known to any one in Bridgwater?
I do not think he was .
You elected him merely on looking at his 

Testimonials , without inquiring into the Truth of 
them , without knowing whether he was a respectable 
Person , and when you had another Candidate , a 
Gentleman in Bridgwater , whom you did know ?

We elected him because he brought his 
Testimonials ; which Documents , according to 
Law , proved themselves , they were 
Documents from the Apothecaries Company , 
and so on .

You know in a Court of Justice they would not 
prove themselves ; they would require the 
Handwriting to be proved ; but you had no Suspicion 
of them ?

No .
In Cases of Elections of Physicians and 

Apothecaries are they not Persons who live in the 
Neighbourhood , and whose Characters are 
personally known ? 

Generally that is the Case .
This , therefore , was an Exception from the 

general Rule , this Man coming from a Distance of 
400 Miles , and being perfectly unknown to you ?

We had advertised for Strangers , the People 
of the Neighbourhood not coming forward ; we 
had previously advertised for the People of the 
Neighbourhood by Handbills , but had not been 
able to procure the Attendance required .

Under the Circumstances you did not feel it 

necessary to make Inquiry as to his Medical Skill or 
personal Character ?

His Testimonials were such as to justify our 
considering that his Skill was quite sufficient for 
Attention to the Poor .

Would you have elected any Person , whoever he 
was , because he brought Testimonials ?

If a Gentleman had come , producing to us 
Testimonials of his Qualifications , if we were 
satisfied those Testimonials were genuine , we 
should elect him .

Would not a Person the most exceptionable be 
likely to produce apparently the first Testimonials ; a 
Man who did not care how he got them ?

That was a Suspicion that did not enter into 
our Minds at the Time .

Many of those Testimonials are printed on 
engraved Papers from different Colleges , are they 
not?

Yes .
It would not have been very easy for any Person 

to have possessed himself of those unless he had been 
really the Person he represented himself to be ? 

No .
Therefore the Forgery of the Testimonials would 

only apply to the Letters from different Persons 
practising in the Profession ?

Just so .
The Testimonials were quite as good as any of 

those produced to you by the Medical Men resident 
in Bridgwater , were they not ?
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Did you call upon them for their Testimonials 
when you elected them the first Year ?

Yes .
You had personal Knowledge of them ?
Yes , certainly .
Did you not know that they were Persons who 

would produce none but genuine Testimonials ?
Certainly .
You could not have any Security as to a perfect 

Stranger that he would produce none but genuine 
Testimonials ?

No ; but we saw nothing to suspect in them ,
Would it not have been more desirable to have 

taken a Week or Two to make Inquiry as to his 
Testimonials before you elected him ?

Under the Circumstances I do not think the 
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Board would have consented to that : Three 
Weeks had elapsed , and we knew that heavy 
Bills were running up , and that the Expenses of 
the Union would be very great , and we were 
anxious to stop them as soon as we possibly 
could .

Economy was your great Object in the 
Appointment ?

Economy was a part of the Consideration .
You say you would not have taken him into your 

own Family without inquiring further ?
I think in a Case of Necessity I should have 

no Objection , without further Inquiry .
Would you have admitted him as your regular 

Family Attendant on his producing such 
Testimonials as those ?

If I could have got no other . 
If you could have got others you knew would you 

have taken him ? 
Yes ; if there was any Objection to the others
Is there any Objection to Mr . King on the Score 

of moral Character ? 
Not that I know of .
Was not your personal Knowledge of one of the 

Gentlemen whom you had elected on a former 
Occasion rather against him than in his Favour ?

I should certainly not have taken him from 
my Knowledge of him . 

Was not that known to the Board of Guardians ?
Yes .
Was there any one of the Guardians who attended 

who entertained the remotest Suspicion of Mr . Ward 
' s Testimonials ?

I believe not .
Was the Subject ever mentioned ?
No .
Had you any Reason to doubt that those 

Testimonials were genuine ? 
I had not the slightest Ground to believe 

them fictitious .
There was no reasonable Doubt of the 

Genuineness of the Testimonials produced by that 
Individual ?

I had no Doubt of the Fact .
When you speak of printed Testimonials from 

Hospitals and so forth , those were a considerable 
Time back ?

Yes .
Supposing the Person to be well qualified as a 

Surgeon or an Apothecary , as would appear from 
those Documents , they having been dated some Time 
back , was not it a little worth while to inquire into 
his Character and the Circumstances of his Life in the 
intervening Time ?

As I stated before , they were so anxious to 
make up the Appointment this Point was never 
thought of for a Moment .
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Medical Men do occasionally come down from 
London who have gone there for Education , and set 
up in Country Towns without undergoing so 
rigorous an Investigation on the Part of the Medical 
Men in the Neighbourhood , or those among whom 
their Practice may lie ?

Yes . We have since elected a Gentleman of 
the Name of Hoyland , who came down ; he 
produced Testimonials of high Character ; we 
took them as Guarantees of his Respectability .

Did you never ask that Gentleman where he had 
practised ?

Yes . Mr . Ward told us also that he had 
practised in London before he went to 
Newcastle .

Did you ask him whether he had practised at 
Newcastle ?

I think he stated that he had been only a 
short Time at Newcastle .

Did you ask whether he had practised at 
Newcastle ?

I think not .
Did you ask Mr . Hoyland where he had practised 

?
I think he stated that he had practised in the 

Blackfriars Road .
Did you inquire as to Mr . Moseley where he had 

practised ?
I think he was known to Mr . Weale .
All those Gentlemen appeared before the Board of 

Guardians ?
Yes .
How many Guardians were present ?
A great many .
They had to satisfy all the Questions which the 

personal Curiosity of all those Guardians might lead 
any individual Guardian to put to them ?

Yes , certainly .
It is not only the Chairman who makes those 
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Inquiries ?
No ; any individual Guardian .
Those Inquiries were freely made ?
Yes .
It appears that Forty - two Members were present 

when Mr . Ward was first elected ?
I remember that there was a very large 

Board.
Do you remember the Numbers of the Division on 

the first Occasion ?
I do not .
You remember the Numbers on the last Occasion 

?
Nineteen to Twenty - two or Twenty - three .
Do you recollect the Letter of the 2d of June ?
I do .
You recollect another Letter of the 6th of June ?
Yes .
Was not the Gravamen of the Insult supposed to 

be offered by the Board of Guardians to the Medical 
Men , as expressed in their Letter of the 6th of June , 
their having received no Answer to the Letter of the 
2d of June ?

Yes ; so it is stated in the Letter .
Who was the first Person who signed the Letter of 

the 6th of June ?
Mr . Baruch Toogood .
Had you between the 2d of June and the 6th of 

June any Intercourse at all with any of those 
Gentlemen ?

Yes ; on the 4th of June , the Sunday , in the 
Afternoon , after Dinner , when I was sitting 
with my Wife and Children in the Dining Room 
, Mr . Baruch Toogood came to my House to 
visit one of my Children who had the Measles ; 
he put up his Horse in the Stable , and came in , 
I think , without the Servant announcing him , 
being on Terms of Intimacy with my Family . I 
asked him to take a Glass of Wine , and said , “ 
Now drink my Health ; it is my Birthday . "
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On that Occasion did there appear to be any 
Feeling of Animosity between you.

Not the least ; I treated him with every 
Degree of Kindness and Courtesy . 

Are you connected with the Family of the 
Toogoods ?

I am connected with the Family by Marriage .
They are a very respectable Family ?
Certainly .
Is it the Practice of your Board to require always 

the Attendance of the Paupers who apply for Relief ?
At the Commencement of the Board I think 

we required generally the Attendance of all the 
Applicants for Relief , but very soon after the 
working of the Bill we found it was unnecessary 
for the old People to come to us ; there fore we 
gave Instructions to the Relieving Officer never 
to require any Persons applying for Relief to 
come but those whose Character and 
Circumstances were suspicious .

In point of fact only those Persons whose 
Characters are suspicious are expected to attend ?

Just so .
Suppose there is a Case of which the Relieving 

Officer has no Doubt that it is a proper Case for 
Relief ; are you content with his Report , unless 
something arises to excite Suspicion , without 
requiring the Attendance of the Pauper ?

Yes ; we should be .
Do you remember the Wife of a Person who 

worked for Mr . Bouverie at Cannington coming and 
applying for Relief when he was sick ?

I do not remember such a Case .
It is stated that the Man was prevented in 

consequence of Illness from being able to come ; 
should you in such a Case remonstrate strongly with 
the Woman for coming , and not her Husband ?

If the Husband were ill I should not 
remonstrate with the Wife for the Husband not 
coming .

The Statement is , that the Wife came , and that 
you repeatedly said , “ Why did not your Husband 
come ? ” and found great Fault with her Husband 
not coming ?

I have no Recollection of such a Case ; if the 
Husband was able to come , he ought to come , 
most undoubtedly ; but I should be regulated by 
the Answers of the Relieving Officer and the 
Guardian of the Parish .

Where a Man is in Work but wants Relief for 
some Reason , and he would lose a Day ' s Work if he 
came , do you object to the Wife coming ?

I think the Husband ought to come then .
Though he lost a Day ' s Work ?
Yes .
You think that Mr . Bowen has stated it correctly 

, that you did require the Husband to come ?
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The Relief is given to the Husband , and he 
ought to apply for it . 

And to lose a Day ' s Work in applying for it ?
Yes , if necessary .
And that may be taken into consideration by the 

Board in apportioning the Relief ?
Yes . I recollect a Case in Bridgwater , where 

a Man ' s Wife applied for Relief , stating that he 
was out of Work : “ Where is your Husband ? " _ 
" He has got a Job this Day ; he has gone down 
the River . ” I stated then , “ The Cause of your 
coming here is removed ; he is in Work ; he 
ought to come himself . ”

Do you recollect the Case of a Man coming from a 
considerable Distance with a broken Arm ?

No , I do not
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It is the Practice generally to require the Head of 
the Family to attend ? 

Yes .
It is not improbable that you did say to the Wife 

that her Husband ought to have come ?
If I saw from the Circumstances that he 

ought to come I should say . so ; if he was 
unwell I should not say so .

If he was well enough to work ?
Then I think he should have come .
The Statement is , that he was well enough to 

come but that he was not well enough to work ?
Then the Probability is , that I should state 

that he ought to come to the Board , that we 
might see what his State and Condition was .

The Witness is directed to withdraw .
The Reverend SAMUEL STARKEY is called 

in , and further examined as follows :
IS there any part of your Evidence on which you 

wish to observe ? · 
A Noble Lord asked me a Question : “ Were 

you regular in your Attendance at the 
Workhouse ? ” I said “ Yes ; every Day , except 
One , ” referring to the Board Days ; because 
immediately after the Noble Lord asked me 
whether I was in Bridgwater Two Days in the 
Week , and I said I was only in Bridgwater One 
Day in the Week . From this Answer it may 
appear that I was there every Day . All I mean to 
say is , that I was there every Board Day , not 
every Day .

Did you visit the Workhouse during the Winter 
One Day in every Week ?

Yes .
And you never heard of Infection , or were 

cautioned against it ?
No .
Do you remember how many Days you met Mr . 

King , and went over the House with him ?
No , I do not ; but he was generally in the 

lower Room ; whether he went over the House 
with me frequently , I cannot say ; he did on 
some Occasions .

You were a pretty constant Attendant at the 
Board from the Time of your Election ?

I was .
Do you recollect Mr . Baker frequently applying 

to the Board for an Alteration of the Dietary ?
I know Mr . Baker had some Conversations , 

but whether they were frequent I cannot say .
Do you mean Conversation addressed to the 

Chairman , or addressed to other Guardians ?
I think Conversations addressed generally to 

the Board .
What was the Nature of those Conversations ?
He spoke , I think , of the Visiting Book when 

he was Visitor .
What was the Purport of those Conversations ?
I really cannot state .
Was it an Application that the Diet Table should 

be changed ?
I do not recollect Mr . Baker making an 

Application that the Diet Table should be 
changed ; I have heard him speak on the Diet 
Table , but I never heard him make an 
Application in a regular Way for a Change ; 
there was nothing laid before the Board that we 
could take up .

What did he say ?
Really I cannot recollect ; I did not think at 

the Time that the Conversation he was 
addressing to us was meant to go further than 
merely talking .
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Was it disapproving of the Diet Table that had 
been established ?

I really cannot tax my Memory whether he 
was disapproving of the Diet , or only telling us 
that the House was too full .
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He did on some Occasions state that the House 
was too full ? 

Yes .
And he requested that no other Persons should be 

admitted into the House , did he not ?
No ; not directly that no other Person should 

be admitted , but that we should send no more 
in than we could help ; we never had an 
Intention that more should be sent .

After he requested you would hold your Hand , 
and send in no more than was necessary , did the 
Board of Guardians comply with that Wish ?

Certainly ; I knew the Number on the Books , 
and that was always my Guide .

It was always put to the Board , when a Pauper 
applied for Relief , and discussed , what Relief should 
be given ; whether he should be relieved out of the 
House or sent into the House ?

Yes ; that is the usual Practice .
Do you remember Mr . Baker ever objecting to 

any Persons being sent into the House when any 
Guardian proposed he should be sent into the House?

No ; I do not recollect Mr . Baker making any 
Objection on any Pauper being ordered into the 
House .

Do you think you should have recollected that if 
he had ? 

Yes ; for I think it would affect our Decision .
Was not the House fuller at the End of the Year 

than it was at the Beginning of the Year ?
Not that I recollect .
The Witness is directed to withdraw .
RICHARD KING MEADE KING Esquire is 

called in , and further examined   as follows : 
WAS there ever a Question raised before the 

Board about the Height of the Windows in the 
Workhouse ?

Yes ; there was a Letter from Mr . Bowen 
read upon the Subject ; I do not remember that 
any Motion was made upon the Subject ; indeed 
I think not .

Did not Mr . Baker stir that Question ?
I never heard that he did .
Did not he come forward before the Board , and 

undertake that he would negotiate with Wainwright , 
the Builder , that he would not take Advantage of the 
Contract being broken if the Windows were altered ?

I recollect no Circumstance of the Kind ; it 
may have occurred , but I recol . lect nothing 
about it , except a Letter being read from Mr . 
Bowen on the Subject , and some Discussion 

having taken place ; but no Motion , I think , 
was proposed .

What was the Nature of that Letter ? 
That the Windows were so high that the 

Inmates could not look out . 
What was your Opinion about the Windows ?
The Opinion I had of the Windows was , that 

it was a foolish Thing that the Architect should 
have made the Windows in that Manner . That 
Opinion I have expressed to a great many 
People ; and I remember when this Letter was 
read the Expression I used was , that I thought 
sooner or later they would be altered , because 
the Feeling of People out of Doors seemed so 
much against it . The Reason I recollect using 
that particular Expression was , that many 
Times since ,
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since , when I have gone up to the Board 

Room , in casting my Eyes up to the Windows , I 
have reproached myself with having been a 
false Prophet , thinking there is now not the 
least Chance of the Windows being altered .

From Experience do you apprehend there is any 
Inconvenience or Discontent felt ?

I have not heard a single Inmate ever 
complain of the Windows ; and I suppose they 
will not be ever altered , for there does not 
appear to be any Inconvenience felt .

Have you ever asked them particularly on the 
Subject ?

No ; I do not think I have ever put the 
Question ; I did not wish to create Discontent in 
their Minds .

Have you frequently gone round the House ?
Yes , often .
Do you speak to the poor People , and ask as to 

their Comfort ?
I ask them whether they are contented and 

comfortable , and whether they have proper 
Attention paid to them ; and I never heard any 
Complaint except once ; a Complaint was made 
to me of a Nurse , who has subsequently been 
discharged ; I mentioned that Complaint the 
following Board Day , that some of the Paupers 
in the Sick Ward complained to me that the 
Nurse was of a violent Temper ; that , I think , is 
the only Complaint . I have ever heard .

Have you ever said to the People in those Rooms , 
“ Have you any thing to complain of ? ”

Yes ; I have said , “ Are you comfortable here 
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, and have you your Wants attended to ? "
Did you ever promise Mr . Baker that you would 

second his Motion for lowering the Windows ?
I have not the slightest Recollection of ever 

having had Conversation with Mr . Baker upon 
the Subject ; I may have had Conversation with 
him upon the Subject ; if so , I have no Doubt 
expressed to him the same Opinion which I 
have to other Persons , that I thought it a foolish 
Arrangement of the Building

You do not recollect having promised to second 
his Motion ?

No ; if I had I should certainly have done it .
Did he apply to you at a subsequent Time to 

second his Motion ?
Certainly not ; no Motion was made , or it 

must have appeared in the Minute Book .
Do you recollect having declined to second his 

Proposition because there was a Pressure from 
without ?

I am quite sure I never used that Expression ; 
it is not at all my Habit of Expression ; I never 
used that Expression , or any thing like it ; I can 
give that a most positive Denial .

What is your Opinion now respecting the 
Windows ?

I think it is a foolish Arrangement of the 
Architect .

It gives an Appearance of greater Confinement ?
I thought the Object the Architect proposed 

to obtain by putting the Windows so high was 
not of so much Importance as to make it worth 
while to sacrifice some of the Comfort of the 
Inmates . The Object he stated he had in view 
was that the Rooms might be better ventilated .

It was not to prevent the Persons looking out ?
Certainly not .
It had that Appearance to Persons who looked at 

the Building ?
I do not know that it had that Appearance to 

Persons who looked at the Building , because 
they would not know the Height of the Rooms ; 
but it had that Appearance inside .
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It had that Appearance inside ?
Yes .
That was the Objection you felt to it ?
I thought that considering the miserable 

Hovels those poor People live in at home , when 
you come into a Room as large as this it was 
hardly worth while to put the Windows so near 
the Ceiling for the sake of Ventilation . 

You thought that in Comparison with their own 
Houses they would have been very well ventilated if 
the Windows had been down to the Floor ?

Yes , indeed .
There is no great Attraction in the View , 

supposing they were able to look out ?
Not at all from the lower Windows ; from the 

upper Windows they would look over into the 
Fields .

You thought the Rooms would have been more 
cheerful if they could have looked out ?

Yes ; but I have not heard one Complaint 
from the Inmates . 

The Cry has been raised by some Persons , has it 
not ?

I do not think I have heard any thing about it 
since the House has been completed ; I do not 
know that the Subject has been mentioned .

Do you live in Bridgwater ?
No .
How far off ?
Three Miles .
These Questions have produced a great Sensation 

in Bridgwater , have they not ?
Yes ; since Mr . Bowen ’ s Pamphlet .
This Subject has produced Dissensions in 

Society?
Yes ; very great Dissensions .
Are you a Guardian still ?
I am an ex officio Guardian .
Are you Vice Chairman still ?
No , I am not .
Did you resign the Office of Vice Chairman ?
Yes , it was thought better the Vice Chairman 

should be an elected Guardian , and I resigned 
it on that Account .

You did not give it up from feeling the Discomfort 
in which you had been placed by those Things ?

Certainly not ; we went on as quietly as a 
Board could possibly go on the first Year .

Do you still continue to attend the Board as much 
as you did ? 

Very nearly .
You are not prevented by any Discomfort you 

have felt ? 
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No ; I have not yet .
Do you know Persons who have been deterred by 

the Discomfort they have felt ?
I have heard Persons say , and have said 

myself , that if those Dissensions went on I 
should not like to attend .

Is it your Opinion that if this Course of Things 
should be suffered to go on it will be found difficult to 
get respectable Persons to fill the Situations of 
Chairman and Vice Chairman , and so on ?

Yes , it is .
Do you know of its having had that Effect 

already?
No , I do not .
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It is that which it is possible may occur ?
Yes ; I do not know who would fill the Chair , 

if the Chairman were exposed to the Attacks our 
late Chairman has been ; I would not .

Mr . Bowen has been a great Exciter of 
Discontent against the Administration of the new 
Poor Law , has he not ?

He was the first ; we were going on as quietly 
as possible till Mr . Bowen ' s Pamphlet 
appeared .

There has been a great Run at Mr . Warry , more 
than any one else , in this Business , has there not ?

Yes ; I think there has ; especially with regard 
to the Medical Men .

Were you present on the 14th of April 1837 , 
when Mr . Ruddock made a Motion about 
substituting Rice and Milk for Bread and Cheese ?

· I am not certain whether I was present . .
Do you remember Mr . Baker making a Motion on 

that Occasion ?
I do not .
Do you remember at what Time of the Day you 

left the Board ?
No , I do not .
Do you recollect Mr . Bowen making a Speech in 

support of Mr . Ruddock ' s Motion ?
I think I could not have been in the Room .
Did you generally leave early ?
I have left generally at Three o ’ Clock ; but I 

have been there as late as Seven in the Evening .
The Witness is directed to withdraw .
THOMAS WITHEY INMAN Esquire is called 

in , and examined  follows :
YOU have been a Member of the Board of 

Guardians of the Bridgwater Union from the 
Beginning , have you not ?

From the Beginning until last Lady Day .
You are not a Guardian now ?
I am not .
Were you an elected Guardian or an ex officio 

Guardian ?
I was an elected Guardian ,
For what Place ?
For Bridgwater .
Were you in the habit of attending the Board very 

constantly ?
I believe , with the Exception of Three or 

Four Days , during Two Years I was present 
every Time .

Were you in the habit of visiting the Workbouse ?
I was ; very frequently .
Were you a Member of the Visiting Committee ?
I was a Member of the Visiting Committee 

the second Year , not the first . 
Were you in the habit of visiting the Workhouse 

the first Year , though not one of the Visiting 
Committee ?

I was .
Were you ever cautioned against visiting the 

Workhouse ?
Never .
Did you oftentimes see Mr . King , the Medical 

Officer , there ?
I saw him there frequently .
What was the Progress of the Disease in the 

House ; it began to manifest itself about what Period?
May I beg to ask what Disease is alluded to ?
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Diarrhæa , more particularly .
The Diarrhæa began to appear as the House 

began to fill , but the Diarrhoea was a Disease 
very prevalent in the Town as well as the 
House.

At what Period was that ?
I cannot exactly say .
Do you recollect on the 25th of October 1836 a 

Letter coming from Mr . King to the Board desiring 
that the Diet might be altered with respect to the 
Children ?
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I recollect such a Letter did come , but I 
cannot speak as to the Date .

Had you for some Weeks before that been 
frequently told by Mr . Poole or by Mr . King that 
the Diet administered to the Children produced 
Illness among them ?

I remember having heard the Medical Men 
say that they believed that the Oatmeal 
produced Illness .

Diarrhæa ?
Yes .
Among the Children , or the Inmates generally ?
Not particularly amongst the Children ; I do 

not remember a Distinction being made , but 
that it produced Illness .

When that Letter came did the Board immediately 
comply with the Request made by that Letter ?

The Board complied with the Request , I 
think , at its next Meeting .

Do you not recollect at the next Meeting a Letter 
coming from Mr . Poole stating that the Children 
were now very comfortable in consequence of the 
Change which had taken place upon that Letter ?

I remember perfectly well a Letter coming 
something to the Effect your Lordship has 
stated ; I do not recollect the Words of the Letter 
; it is a long Time since .

Do you recollect the Date of that Letter ?
I do not .
Do you believe that it was not the 1st of 

November ?
I cannot speak to the Date , but I remember 

such a Letter was received .
There being such a Letter , dated the 1st of 

November , is it not quite clear that the Alteration 
took place on the 25th of October ?

The Alteration took place the following 
Board Day , which was of course the next Week 
; we meet every Friday .

The first Letter was dated the 25th of October ; the 
next Meeting would be the 1st of November , and on 
the 1st of November there is a Letter dated on that 
Day , saying that every thing which was desired with 
respect to the Treat ment of the Children had taken 
place , and they were doing very well ; does not it 
appear therefore from that , that the Alteration took 
place immediately on the Receipt of the Letter on the 
25th of October ?

I meant to state that the Alteration took place 
immediately ; the Alteration took place , I think , 
the following Week ; but I have had no 

Documents to refer to ; I am speaking from 
Recollection of that which happened nearly Two 
Years ago .

After that Time did you continue visiting the 
House ?

I constantly visited the House .
Once a Week , or oftener ?
Generally Three or Four Times a Week .
Were you in the habit of going over the House ?
Constantly .
Into the Sick Wards as well as the others ?
Into all the Wards .
Did you ever find any very offensive Smell in the 

House ?
I did ; and I complained of it to the Governor 

and to the Matron .
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To what do you attribute that offensive Smell ?
It was a very old House ; and I complained 

that the House was kept very wet , and I spoke 
to the Matron and the Governor about it , and 
they told me that it was in consequence of 
washing the House ; the Floor being in a very 
dilapidated and worn - out State , that the dirty 
Water from the washing went down between 
the Floors , and thereby occasioned that nasty 
offensive Smell in the House .

Do you mean to state that they felt it necessary to 
wash the Floor very frequently ?

Yes .
Why was it necessary to wash the Floor so 

frequently ?
That I do not know . I objected to its being 

done so often ; I said I thought it was likely to 
produce Illness .

Did they tell you that the washing was necessary 
because the Children and other Persons could not 
retain their Fæces ?

No , not at all ; Gover , the Governor , told 
me one Day when I attended that there were 
Two or Three dirty Children in the House who 
dirtied the Floor , and I saw the Children , and 
told them , to prevent their continuing to do so , 
that if they did continue to do so . I should have 
them punished ; of course that Punishment with 
little Children would be such as they were 
accustomed to at their Age .

What Age were they ?
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Five or Six Years old , I suppose .
Do you suppose the washing was necessary in 

consequence of Disease preventing their retaining 
their Fæces ?

Not at all .
They were Children of dirty filthy Habits ?
Yes ; and we know that Children will 

sometimes do such Things .
Were you ever told by Gover or Mrs . Gover , as a 

Cause for this washing that it was necessary to have 
so much washing in consequence of Patients in the 
Diarrhæa not being able to retain their Fæces , and 
dropping them about ?

Never .
When you complained of this washing , if that had 

been the Cause for it , was not it quite natural that he 
should give you that Reason ?

When the Children have dirtied the Floor - it 
was not a wooden Floor , the Floor 1 have been 
alluding to was a Stone Floor — the Ground 
Floor , - it was not at all the Cause of washing 
the Part of the Floors where I complained of the 
Smell .

What Sort of a Smell was it ?
It was a very unpleasant Smell .
Was it the Smell like the Smell of a Necessary 

House ?
No , not at all .
Rather a fusty close Smell ?
A nasty close unwholesome Smell , not at all 

like the Smell of a Necessary House .
Not the Result of the Evacuations of the Paupers?
Not at all .
Did you visit the House before the Formation of 

the Union ?
Yes , I have been frequently in the habit of 

visiting it , considering it my Duty , as Chief 
Magistrate of the Town and as Guardian for that 
District , to be more attentive to the Wants and 
Wishes of the Poor than a Guardian who was 
not living in the Town .

The Question has respect to the Period of the 
Formation of the Union ; did you use to visit it before 
that ?

Frequently .
Did you find the same Sort of Smell at that Time?
Yes .
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Did Gover attend to your Remonstrance , and 
discontinue washing the Floors so often ?

I think after that they were not so frequently 
washed .

You continued to visit the House ?
I did .
Did you find many that were ill and apparently 

suffering from Diarrhæa ? 
There were some ,
Did you ever by any Chance see People lying in 

their Beds in their own Ordure ?
Never .
At what Time of Day did you generally visit ?
At all Times of the Day ; sometimes Two or 

Three Times a Day . 
Did you ever visit it at Night after they were gone 

to Bed ?
 No .
You do not know how many People slept in the 

same Bed ? 
I do not .
Do you know the Number of Beds there were in 

the House ?
There were some single Beds and Bedsteads , 

and some double . I think there were enough 
before the Formation of the Board ; and we 
added to the Furniture , for as soon as the Board 
was formed there was a considerable Quantity 
of Furniture , that is , Beds and Bedding , sent 
into the House that did not belong to the Parish 
; the Beds and Bedding in the House previously 
belonged to the Parish , and not to the Board . I 
think before the Formation of the Union there 
were Beds and Bedding for from Eighty to a 
Hundred .

Do you know the greatest Number that had been 
in the House previously to that ?

I do not ; but I believe upwards of Eighty 
before the formation of the Union .

Was not it afterwards 100 ?
I cannot speak to the Fact .
The Board of Guardians rented the House ready - 

furnished ? 
They did ; and gave 501 . a Year for it .
Do you mean that there was a Bed for each 

Person?
There were some single Beds and some 

double , the single Beds being Half the Width .
You do not mean to say there were from Eighty to 

a Hundred Beds ? 
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No ; Accommodation for that Number .
Did the Board of Guardians keep the old 

Bedsteads ?
They kept them till the new House was built ; 

but no Part of the old Bedsteads or Bedding was 
ever removed into the new House ; they added 
some of their own to those which were in the 
House .

Do you remember how many new Beds were 
ordered in ?

I do not ; they were ordered in from Time to 
Time as they were wanted .

Had the Visiting Committee Authority to order in 
Beds as they wanted them without a previous 
Application to the Board ?

Yes , certainly .
They did so ?
They did ; and other Furniture also as it was 

wanted .
On what Grounds did they order in ; when 

Application was made by the Master of the 
Workhouse ?

When an Application was made by the 
Master of the Workhouse on the Ground that 
there was an Insufficiency of Beds the Visiting 
Committee ordered Beds .

Did that occur more than once ? 
They were not ordered all at the same Time , 

but as they were wanted .
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Whenever the Visiting Committee were applied to 
by the Governor for more Beds they were ordered ?

They were .
You continued visiting the House Three or Four 

Times a Week during the whole Period you were on 
the Visiting Committee ?

Yes ; and for the Two Years , I beg to say , I 
did not confine myself to Two or Three Times ; 
sometimes a good deal oftener , sometimes not 
so often ; but generally , I should say , Three or 
Four Times a Week .

So that you had a distinct Knowledge of the State 
of the House ?

Yes .
Were you never informed during that Part of 

1836 and 1837 that there was Infection in the House 
, and you were subjecting yourself to Danger if you 
visited ?

I never heard so , nor should I have visited 
the House , having a Family of my own , if I had 
thought so .

You never heard from the Medical Officer or any 
other Person that there was Infection in the House , 
which made it imprudent for you to visit it ?

Never .
Did you attend the Board of Guardians ?
Yes , with the Exception of Four Times ; once 

when I was attending before a Committee of the 
House of Commons in London , and once when 
I was ill , and twice when I was absent from the 
Place .

What Committee of the House of Commons did 
you attend ?

On a Drainage Bill .
Were there frequent Applications made by Mr . 

Baker for a Change of the Dietary ?
No ; I never heard him make an Application .
Did you ever hear any Conversation between 

different Members of the Board about the 
Unwholesomeness of the Dietary , and the 
Desirableness of altering it ?

I remember on a Board Day being present 
when there was a Conversation respecting the 
Dietary ; I think it was towards the latter End of 
the Day , when our Labours had been almost 
completed ; we had gone through the different 
Poor Lists , and I remember perfectly there was 
a Conversation respecting the Dietary .

Was that Conversation introduced by Mr . 
Ruddock ?

I rather think it was .
Seconded by Mr . Bowen ?
I rather think it was .
Was that on the 14th of April 1837 ?
It was about that Period , I recollect .
Previous to that had frequent Applications been 

made to the Board , or frequent Conversations taken 
place amongst the different Members of the Board , 
on the Subject of the Dietary ?

I never heard any .
You are certain of that ?
I am quite certain I never heard any .
The Board is attended by a large Number of 

Guardians ?
Yes ; generally about Thirty .
Do you recollect whether the Gentlemen 

occasionally got up in Knots , and talked together ?
I have often complained of it , and felt the 
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Effect of it , being deprived of the Fire .
You called them to Order ?
Very often .

1262 

Did you ever join in those Conversations about 
the Fireplace or about the Room ?

I was generally occupied in other Ways . You 
did not hear Conversations which took place in 
that Way ? I did not .

Conversations of that Kind might have taken 
place with respect to the Dietary , which other 
Persons doing Business at the Board might not be of?

Certainly ; Conversations may have taken 
place about the Fireplace which I did not hear ; I 
was employed most frequently in taking one of 
the Books , and going through the List of the 
Poor . We were frequently obliged to divide the 
Board , the Chairman taking one Book , and 
another Member of the Board taking another , 
and that Duty frequently fell upon myself .

You applied yourself to the Business of the Board , 
and did not join in those casual Conversations ?

I did not .
You are quite sure that if a Suggestion had been 

made to the Board by any body for a Change of 
Dietary you would have heard it ?

I most certainly should ; and not only have 
heard it , but I should have attended to it .

That was a Thing to which you were particularly 
alive ? 

Most certainly ; for the Protection of the 
Health of the Poor and the Health of the Town ,

Were you Mayor of Bridgwater at that Time ?
I was ; and I am a Magistrate of the Borough 

now.
You would have thought it incumbent upon you 

in that Capacity to attend to any such Suggestion , 
not only in your Capacity as a Guardian of the Board 
, but likewise as Chief Magistrate of Bridgwater ?

I should .
And you are quite sure then that your Attention 

was never called to any thing of the Sort ?
Quite certain .
If your Attention was never called to any thing of 

the Sort , you are quite sure that any Conversation or 
Suggestion of the Sort was not put down by Mr . 
Warry as being an irregular Thing that could not be 
entertained by the Board ?. 

I never heard so ; I heard Mr . Warry say that 
the Board had no Power , without the Consent 
of the Poor Law Commissioners , to make a 
general Alteration in the Dietary ; but that the 
Medical Men had themselves the Power of 
making what Alteration they thought proper 
with respect to the Dietary of the sick Paupers.

.Upon what Occasion was that stated ; how came 
he to say that ? 

It was in consequence of the Conversation of 
Mr . Ruddock . 

You never heard it before that Time ?
It was more Subject of Conversation than of 

any thing else . 
You never heard it at any other Time ?
No .
You being both Guardian of the Poor and a 

Resident of Bridgwater , if it had come to your 
Knowledge in any Way that it was the Opinion of the 
Medical Officer that this Dietary had the Effect of 
producing Diarrhæa and an infectious Disorder , 
should you not have brought that before the Board , 
in order to get the Dietary altered , through the 
Medium of an Application to the Poor Law 
Commissioners in Town ?

Most certainly I should .
You would have felt it your Duty to have done it?
Yes , I should , undoubtedly .
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And in point of fact such an Intimation never 
came to your Knowledge ?

Never .
And you were particularly attentive to the Affairs 

of the Union and the State of the Workhouse during 
the whole Period ?

I was . I have often remained there from Ten 
o ' clock in the Morning till nearly Five o?Clock 
in the Evening , when perhaps there were only 
Four or Five present . Gentlemen living in the 
Country on dark Nights were anxious to get 
away ; and it was my Duty to stay there , as I 
was living in the Town .

Have you a clear Recollection of what passed upon 
this Conversation with Mr . Ruddock ?

I have not of the Conversation literally ; I 
know the Subject .

Have you a clear Recollection of what was said 
generally ?

Yes ; of the Subject .
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Had there been an animated Discussion that Da ?
Yes ; we frequently had animated 

Discussions .
Had there been on that Day a Report from the 

Building Committee read ?
Yes ,
Had Mr . Bowen taken a very active Part in that 

Discussion ?
Yes , he had .
What Part did he take ?
I recollect Mr . Bowen stating that if the 

Report of the Building Committee was not to be 
taken , he should withdraw himself from that 
Committee .

Do you remember what that Report was ?
A certain Report that was sent in ; I believe 

my Name is to it ; I always attended the 
Building Committee .

Was that Report adopted by the Board ?
It was not .
And Mr . Bowen stated that if the Board did not 

adopt that Report he would no longer be on the 
Committee ?

Yes ; that he would withdraw himself .
Afterwards did he say any thing upon that 

Subject ?
Yes .
What did he say ?
In consequence of some Conversation at a 

later Period of the Meeting of the Board he said 
he should not withdraw himself from the 
Committee .

He got cooler ?
I suppose he did .
Did that Discussion take up some Time ?
Yes .
At what Time was it that Mr . Ruddock 

introduced his Conversation , and in what Way ?
It was introduced towards the latter End of 

the Day , when the Business of the Board was 
nearly all gone through ; when I speak of the 
Business of the Board I mean the getting 
through the Pauper List ; and if my Recollection 
serves me , which I think it does , upon that 
Point , there were very few Guardians present at 
that Time .

You cannot tell how many ?
No , I cannot .
As many as Ten ?

No .
As many as Four or Five ?
Yes ; I think about Four or Five .
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Was the Chairman in the Chair ?
Yes ; he was doing the ordinary Business of 

the Day , signing the different Drafts , and the 
other Documents that he had to sign .

Are you quite sure that he was occupied in 
signing the different Checks at that Time ?

I believe he was .
You are not quite certain upon that ?
I believe he was ; I know it was at the latter 

End of the Day , and I know the Poor had all 
been examined ; I cannot say that at that 
Moment he was signing Checks , but he was 
writing .

That is the habitual Course , that the Clerk during 
the Progress of the Board makes out the Checks , and 
the Chairman and One or Two other Guardians 
remain and sign the Checks at the End of the Day ?

Yes .
How did Mr . Ruddock introduce his 

Observations ?
By Conversation , stating that there were a 

considerable Number of People in the House 
who were ill , and that he thought a Change of 
Dietary would be necessary .

Was it the Practice of the Board that the Report of 
the Visiting Committee was delivered in to the 
Chairman , and read from the Chair every Meeting ?

Yes , it was .
Was this Conversation of Mr . Ruddock ' s 

introduced by the reading of that Report ?
It was introduced much later in the Day .
Are you sure that the Report of the Visiting 

Committee had been read earlier in the Day ?
I am sure that the Report of the Visiting 

Committee has been invariably read before the 
Examination of the Paupers ; I do not think 
there has been any Exception ; the Visiting 
Committee ' s Report has been read always early 
in the Day ; that was the regular Course .

Are you quite sure that on that Day , there having 
been an animated Discussion in the Board upon the 
Report of the Building Committee , that by some 
Chance the Report of the Visiting Committee had not 
been read in the usual Routine , and at the usual 
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Time , but had been deferred till after the Pauper List 
had been gone through ?

I think I remember on One or Two Occasions 
the Report of the Visiting Committee was 
neglected to be read altogether ; it was forgotten 
; but the general Course pursued was to read 
the Report of the Visiting Committee shortly 
after the Chairman took his Seat at the Board .

Upon this Occasion do you think it had been 
omitted ?

I cannot possibly say ; I have no Recollection ,
It was rather a remarkable Report ; it was a 

Report suggesting that Milk and Rice should be 
substituted for Bread and Cheese ?

Yes . 
Do not you recollect whether or not it had been 

read earlier in the Day ? 
I do not ; I cannot undertake to say .
Can you recollect whether Mr . Ruddock 

introduced his Conversation by desiring that that 
Report might be read ?

I do not recollect that ; I recollect that there 
was a Conversation , and that that Conversation 
was introduced by Mr . Ruddock ; but I cannot 
say whether he desired that the Report might be 
read . .

What was done upon that Conversation ; did he 
conclude his Conversation with a Motion ?

No , he did not .
When he concluded did Mr . Bowen get up and 

make a Speech ? 
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Can you recollect whether any thing passed from 
the Chairman , and , if anything passed from the 
Chairman , what that was ?

I believe the Chairman stated that the Board 
had no Power in themselves to make an 
Alteration of the Dietary without an Application 
to the Poor Law Commissioners in London ; I 
believe that was the Subject of his conversation .

Was any Proposal made by any Person that any 
such Application should be made to the Poor Law 
Commissioners ?

Not then .
You are sure of that ?
To my knowledge not then .
You would have known if there had been ?
Yes .

Was your Attention a great deal directed to this 
Report so introduced and commented upon by Mr . 
Ruddock and Mr . Bowen ?

Certainly it was .
Did you think it necessary that something should 

be done then , or did you break up from the Board 
with an Understanding and Feeling that that 
Question would be brought more regularly before the 
Board at the following Meeting ?

At the next Meeting I thought that an 
Application would be made ; and I believe it 
was made ; at least it was not made then , but an 
Alteration took place .

You left the Board that Evening with the 
Understanding that although no Step was then taken 
upon the Application of Mr . Ruddock and Mr . 
Bowen , yet that it was to be brought before the Board 
on the following Board day ?

Yes .
Were you there at the following Board Day ?
I believe I was ; the Book will show that .
In point of fact , was it brought before the Board 

on the following Board Day ?
An Alteration was ordered to be made in the 

Dietary on the following Board Day .
It appears from the Book that you were there ; 

what was the Resolution the Board came to upon that 
Occasion ?

The Dietary was altered merely as a Trial 
before an Application was made to the Poor 
Law Commissioners in London .

Was there any Discussion upon that Occasion , or 
was it at once agreed to on the Part of the Board ?

I do not remember any particular Discussion; 
it was agreed to .

Was there any Division of Opinion upon that 
Subject ?

Certainly not ; I never heard any ; certainly 
there was no Division of the Board taken ; what 
the Opinion of particular Guardians might be I 
cannot say ; it was the unanimous Feeling of the 
Board .

That the Change should be made which was 
suggested by the Medical Officer by way of Trial ?

Yes .
How long did that Trial go on ?
For a Month or Five Weeks .
Did that Trial appear to be perfectly successful at 

the End of Five Weeks ?
The Disease decreased ; but I am not at all 

prepared to say that it was in consequence of 
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the Alteration of the Diet ; I have very great 
Doubt of that .

An Application was then made to the 
Commissioners in Town to allow a new Diet ?

Yes .
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And they acceded to it ?
Yes .
On the Part of Mr . Warry , or Mr . Poole , or any 

other Person , was there any Opposition to this Step 
being taken ?

Not at all ; it was the general , and I should 
say the unanimous , Feeling of the Board .

Have you any Doubt that if any such Application 
had been earlier made by any of the Medical Officers , 
or by the Visiting Committee , it would have been 
received in the same Spirit , and with the same Wish 
to meet the Necessities of the Case ?

I am quite sure that if the Suggestion had 
been made by the Medical Man I would myself 
have got up and proposed that Application 
should be made to the Poor Law Commissioners 
for an Alteration of the Dietary .

Then from first to last no Application was ever 
made by the Medical Man to the Board for a Change 
of Dietary ?

Not to my Knowledge .
Should you not have known it if it had taken 

place?
I have no Doubt of it , being very constant at 

the Board .
Do you remember an Application being made by 

Mr . King , that People with sore Legs might not be 
sent into the Workhouse ?

I remember that he stated that People with 
sore Legs ought not to be admitted into the 
House , because the Stench was very bad , and 
was not only very offensive to others in the 
House , but injurious to their Health .

Do you remember when that Application was 
made ?

I cannot speak to Dates .
Was it about December ?
Yes ; it was some Time in the Winter .
Was that Application immediately agreed to ?
It was .
Instantly ?

Certainly .
You remember a Letter of the 25th of October , of 

Mr . King ' s , about the Children having the 
Diarrhoea ?

I remember a Letter , but I cannot state as to 
Dates .

In that Letter he began by stating that Oatmeal 
had been used for the Children instead of Milk , and 
that he had watched the Result , and that it produced 
Diarrhæa ?

Yes , I remember such a Letter ; as to the Date 
I cannot say . 

Were you in the habit at that Time of visiting the 
Workhouse ? 

Certainly .
Had you been made aware of this Circumstance of 

so many of the Children having the Diarrhea , and 
the Opinion of the Medical Officer that that was 
produced by the Gruel ?

Not previously to this Letter .
Had you ever asked him about it ?
I do not remember that I had .
Had your Attention ever been called to the Fact of 

so many Children in the House having the 
Diarrhæa?

Not previously to this Letter .
When you visited the House again after that 

Letter was produced did you make Inquiry upon the 
Subject of the Medical Officer ?

It was very seldom that I saw the Medical 
Officer there ; at least not often ; perhaps not 
once a Week .
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The Committee gather from what you stated 
before that your Opinion is that the Diarrhea was not 
produced by the Gruel ?

I give my Opinion in opposition to that of the 
Medical Men , and my Opinion is that it was not 
so .

Did you ever speak to the Medical Officer , and 
ascertain from him what made him think that the 
Gruel produced this Diarrhea ?

I did not ; I spoke to the Governor and 
Matron .

Are you aware that the Medical Gentleman , Mr . 
King , had himself the Diarrhoea ?

I never heard that he had ; I do not know to 
the present Moment that he had ; he was in a 
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very bad State of Health ; I thought him in a 
Decline .

. Were you aware that the Governor had the 
Diarrhæa subsequently ?

I was not ; the Governor was extremely ill , 
and he went away for some Time .

Were you aware that the Governor himself had the 
Diarrhæa ?

I was not .
Were you aware that his Wife had the Diarrhæa ?
I was not .
Were you aware that his Children had the 

Diarrhæa ?
I was not .
Did you inquire , when he came to ask for Leave of 

Absence on account of Illness , what his Illness was ?
I was not present when he asked Leave of 

Absence , nor did I know that he had obtained 
Leave of Absence till he had gone .

Had you ever observed that the Governor of the 
Work house was negligent in respect to any of his 
Duties ?

No .
Did you ever observe that he had the habit of 

drinking ?
No ; I never heard that he had . He was 

Gaoler of the Prison previously to being 
Governor of the Workhouse .

You never inquired with respect to the Disorder of 
which he was ill ?

No ; I did not know that he had the 
Diarrhoea ; I thought he was getting into a 
Decline ; he had been long ill .

With respect to the Number of Paupers sleeping 
in a Bed , did you ever make Inquiry upon that 
Subject ?

I am not aware that I ever made an Inquiry , 
but I believe Two grown People slept together , 
and sometimes Three and sometimes Four 
Children , according to the Size of the Bed . I 
may say that the House became crowded long 
before we had the new House built . This 
Poorhouse of Bridgwater was not intended as a 
Union House ; it was merely intended as a 
House for the Reception of the Poor belonging 
to the Borough and Parish of Bridgwater .

Then you were aware that Two grown People 
slept in a Bed , and sometimes Three or Four 
Children ?

I think they did .
Do you speak from having seen it , or from having 

heard it ?
I have heard it .
Did you ever hear of Two Men and a Lad of 

Thirteen or Fourteen Years of Age sleeping together 
in One Bed ?

I never heard of that .
Did you ever hear of a Person who had the 

Diarrhea sleeping with another who had not the 
Diarrhæa ?

I never heard that ; it was never 
communicated to me .

If it had been communicated to you would you 
have taken notice of it ?

Yes .
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Was it not the Duty of the Governor to 
communicate that to you ? 

I should suppose so .
You were never told not to go into the House on 

account of the Infection ? 
Never .
Did you never hear from the Medical Officer , or 

from any body else , that there was Infection in the 
House ?

I never heard it from any Person .
In the Town did you ever hear it ?
No , I never heard it .
Did you hear that this Diarrhæa was considered 

infectious ?
I never did ; I should say that at that Time 

Diarrhæa was extremely prevalent all over the 
Town .

Were there as many fatal Cases in the Town as in 
the Workhouse ? 

There were a great many ; I cannot say 
comparatively .

Do you remember Mr . Baker at any Time about 
the Month of Mareh 1837 coming to the Board and 
making a Representation of the Number of Persons 
that were in the House , and the State of the House 
from Illness and Diarrhæa ?

I do not remember further than the written 
Report that was sent in every Week .

You do not recollect his coming personally with 
the Death Book in his Hand , pointing out the 
increased Number of Deaths during the past Year , 
and comparing it with the Number of Deaths under 
the old System ?
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I do not .
You do not believe that he ever made such a 

Statement ?
No .
If he has stated that he did make such a Statement 

do you believe that he has stated that which is not 
true ?

I can only say that I never heard him make 
such a Statement ; I should be sorry to impute to 
any one a Falsehood .

If Mr . Baker has stated that he did so are you 
prepared to contradict him ?

I am prepared to contradict him , so far as to 
say that he never did it when I was present .

If he had done it when you were present you must 
have seen it ? 

Yes .
Might he not have done it to the Knots of People 

round the Fire without your seeing it ?
I do not call that the Board ; what might have 

passed among those standing round the Fire in 
that Way I cannot say .

Did you ever hear that Statement made at the 
Board ?

No .
If therefore Mr . Baker has done it , it must have 

been done upon some Occasion when you were not 
present ?

He never did it in my Presence ; I am not 
prepared to say he has never done it .

Have you ever heard from any body else that he 
had done it ? 

I never did .
Do you remember a Man of the Name of Kidner , 

with his wife and Five Children , being sent into the 
House ?

No .
You do not remember any of the Circumstances of 

his Case ? 
No ; I think the Man was a North Petherton 

Man .
He was afterwards committed ?
I remember a Man that Mr . Allen and Mr . 

Warry and Mr . Meade King committed .
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But you do not remember his being sent into the 
House ?

No ; my Attention was mostly called to those 
of my own Parish .

You say that you were Chief Magistrate of the 
Town ; in what Year was that ? 

The first Year after the passing of the 
Corporation Reform Act .

You were not Magistrate of the Town under the 
old System ?

I was not .
You are not a Guardian now ?
I am not ; I ceased to be a Guardian last Lady 

Day ; I did not stand ; I was nominated for 
another Parish , but without my Consent or 
Knowledge .

Are you sure you did not stand for Bridgwater ?
Quite sure .
Are you sure that you did not consent to be 

nominated for the Parish of Wembdon ?
I am quite sure that I was nominated without 

my Knowledge ; and in point of fact I was 
nominated in the first Year for Bridgwater 
without my Knowledge ; I was in London at the 
Time .

Were you elected for either Place ?
I was not nominated for Bridgwater upon 

this last Occasion .
Was there not a Contest at Wembdon ?
At Wembdon there was .
That was without your Knowledge ?
Yes .
Who applied for the Scrutiny ?
I did .
Then you sanctioned the Election by applying 

afterwards for the Scrutiny ?
I considered that many Votes given for the 

Parish of Wembdon were illegal . The Farmers 
of Wembdon were very anxious to have a 
Person to represent them who had been in the 
habit of attending the Board ; and the principal 
Farmers came to me after I had been nominated, 
for I knew nothing at all about it , and wished 
that I would endeavour to go to the Board . I 
believed that many Votes that had been 
tendered there were improperly tendered and 
improperly taken , and I petitioned the Board 
for a Scrutiny .

And you were defeated upon that Scrutiny ?
I never heard the Result of it from that Time 

to this .
You have not sat at the Board of Guardians since 
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?
No , certainly not .
Do you mean to state that you never heard the 

Result of that Scrutiny ?
Never .
Before whom was it taken ?
Mr . Weale .
Have you not heard from Mr . Weale the Result ?
I never spoke to Mr . Weale about it , and I 

never heard the Result from that Time to this .
You never had the Curiosity to inquire of Mr . 

Weale what was the Result of the Scrutiny ?
Never ; and I have often wondered that I had 

not some Communication from Mr . Weale 
about it , and I have spoken to my Wife , and 
said it is very strange that I do not hear of this 
Scrutiny .

You now know that you are not a Guardian ; you 
were not elected for Bridgwater ?

I was not nominated as Guardian for 
Bridgwater .

Was there not a Contest at Bridgwater ?
No ; I was not nominated there .
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Were there not Votes given for you ?
No ; not last Lady Day .
You always went round the Workhouse ; you 

never had any Fear of Infection ?
No ; certainly I had not . 
You signed the Visiting Book on the 21st of April 

?
The Book will speak for itself ; I cannot speak 

as to Dates ; I signed the Book as a Visiting 
Guardian .

You did not sign the Book till you had gone 
to see the Workhouse ? 

Certainly not .
Will you undertake to say that you were in the 

Workhouse on that Day ?
On looking at the Book , I see that I state , “ 

The House is as clean as under all the 
Circumstances it can be ; but from the bad State 
of the House it cannot be made clean or well 
ventilated .

Had you been in the House on that Day ?
I have no Question of it .
Will you venture to swear that you had ?

I believe it ; I have no Doubt about it .
And the other Guardians , Members of the 

Visiting Committee , went into the House ?
I cannot say .
Did you not abstain from going into the House on 

that Day from Fear of Infection ?
I mean to say that I did not . 
You were not at all afraid of the Infection on that 

Day ? 
Not at all ; or any other Day 
And you went in and visited the House and 

signed the Book on that Day ? 
I have no Doubt of it .
In whose Handwriting are the Answers made to 

the Queries ? 
In my own .
Mr . Somers signed that Report as well as 

yourself ; did Mr . Somers go with you on that 
Occasion ?

I will state the Reason why I believe Mr . 
Somers signed the Book : there were Two 
Visitors appointed for some Time , but we 
found the Duty so heavy that we considered 
One on each Occasion would be enough ; and I 
presume that at that Time it was when Two 
Visitors were appointed .

There is another Name , Mr . Barker ' s ; how 
came he to sign ? 

He is the Auditor ; I do not know how he 
came to sign .

He probably paid a Visit to the House in company 
with yourself and Mr . Somers ?

No , he did not .
How many Persons signed it ?
It is signed by myself , James Somers , and H 

. Barker , Auditor ; but how Mr . Barker came to 
sign it I do not know .

Did you see Mr . Bowen at the House on that Day 
? 

It is impossible for me to recollect whether I 
did or did not .

If any body should say that you were very much 
frightened , and would not go into the House , that is 
false ?

That is false .
Were you very much frightened ?
I have been in the habit of going into Military 

Hospitals where there was Infection , and I was 
never frightened .

You have been in the Army ?
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I am in the Army .
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Did not you say that if there had been Infection 
you would not have gone . on account of your 
Family?

That would be the only Reason .
What Rank do you hold in the Army ?
Lieutenant on Half Pay of the 45th .
You did not hear in that Year , from 1836 to 1837 

, a Report in Bridgwater of there being an infectious 
Disease in the House ?

Never .
You were in the habit of Intercourse with your 

Neighbours , and in that Intercourse you never heard 
any Conversation of Infection being in the House ?

No .
You were in the habit of conversing with others 

upon all local Matters ?
Yes .
And being in the Office of Mayor you had 

Conversation with People of different Ranks and 
Stations in Life ?

Certainly . 
Did you ever hear from any Person of there being 

Infection in the House ? 
No , never .
Did you ever hear from the poor People an 

Apprehension expressed of going into the House on 
account of Infection ?

In consequence of Writings that have been 
industriously circulated , and various Reports , 
exciting the poor People against the Poor Law , they 
were afraid ; and I have heard the poor People say 
that they shall be murdered , and buried without 
Clergy , and that they shall be confined , and all those 
Sort of Things . 

I have endeavoured to repress that .
When was that ?
In the early Formation of the Union .
Had there been any such Publications at that 

Time ?
A great many Reports and a great deal said 

about the working of this new Poor Law .
Had there been any thing printed in Bridgwater 

upon this Subject ?
Mr . Bowen had printed very early .
When did he print any thing ?

Very early after the formation of the Union .
A Letter to the King ?
Yes .
Have you heard him say that there was an 

infectious Disease in the House ?
 No , I never have .
Have you not known that the Poor had a great 

Objection to go into the Workhouse at all Times ?
Yes .
And still have ?
I do not think now they have so great an 

Objection ; I think the Objection is very , very 
fast wearing away .

Did the Objection to which you have alluded on 
the Part of the poor People relate to the House 
generally , or was it on the Ground of supposed 
Infection ?

To the House generally .
You never heard them state any thing with 

respect to Infection in urging those Objections ?
Certainly not ; it was on the general Ground 

of going into what they called a Bastile , and 
what had been represented to them as a Bastile . 
I have had an Opportunity of seeing the House , 
and my conscientious Opinion is , that the Poor 
are infinitely better off there than they were 
before , and infinitely better off than many of 
those who have to pay towards their 
Maintenance .
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And infinitely better off than those who are out ?
Infinitely better off than many of those who 

are called upon to pay towards them .
Did it ever happen when you have been at the 

Board , and an Order has been made for a Pauper to 
come into the House , that that Pauper has objected 
on the Score of Infection in the House ?

Certainly not ; there never was that Objection 
made .

And if , when a Pauper was called in , and upon 
having an Order for Admission into the Workhouse 
given him , he had made that Objection , you must 
have heard that ?

Certainly ; and there never was such a Case .
Was there any Terror exercised over those poor 

People to prevent their making those Objections , if 
they had felt them ?

I believe , in consequence of Reports that 
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were industriously circulated Writings , the 
Poor were terrified from going into that House .

Was there any Terror exercised over them , or 
Authority applied to them in he Board itself , to 
prevent their making such an Observation , if they 
had felt it ?

Certainly none .
Were you present at the Election of the Medical 

Officers in July , when Mr . Ward was first elected ?
I was present when Mr . Ward was elected ; I 

do not know the Date . 
Do you recollect his producing his Testimonials ?
Yes .
They were ample ?
I thought them extremely ample . I beg to say 

that I had not known Mr . Ward previously ; I 
never saw him or heard of him .

He had only just arrived in Bridgwater previously 
?

In consequence of our Disagreement with the 
Medical Men we advertised for Medical Men .

Do you know how long Mr . Ward was in 
Bridgwater before the Elections

I do not know , I think he came down that 
Day or the Day before ; I never saw him till I 
saw him at the Board , together with other 
Candidates , when he produced his 
Testimonials .

Do you remember his producing a Card on which 
it was stated that he was Licentiate of Leyden ?

No .
That was not produced at the Board ?
I did not see it .
But he produced those Testimonials from different 

Institutions , and Certificates from different Medical 
Men in London ?

Yes .
You thought the Testimonials were ample , and 

you agreed with the Majority of the Board in electing 
him ?

Yes .
There was another Gentleman , of the Name of 

Moseley ; he produced ample Testimonials , did he 
not ?

Yes .
Was he elected ?
Yes ; but he declined to serve .
Was he known in Bridgwater ?
No ; not to my Knowledge .

What Reason did he give for declining ?
I remember that he stated that he wished to 

have the Bridgwater District ; now Mr . Ward 
had already been elected to that District ; and he 
being appointed
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appointed to a Country District fancied that 
it would not be worth his while to accept that .

Was there any other Stranger at that Time ?
Yes , I think there were One or Two more .
Did they produce Testimonials ?
Yes ; they were all called upon to lay the 

Testimonials before the Board .
They were not elected ?
No ; the only Persons elected were Mr . Ward 

and Mr . Moseley .
Were they not elected in consequence of their 

Testimonials not being satisfactory , or because other 
Persons were preferred ?

I think because other Persons were preferred.
Since that Election have you ever heard 

Complaints against Mr . Ward as to his Medical 
Proficiency in general ?.

 On the contrary , I have heard the Poor say , 
many of them , that they are extremely well 
taken care of , and much better off as to Medical 
Assistance than they were before .

You are not a Guardian now ?
No , I am not .
Have you ever heard any Complaint from any 

Person of his Want of Skill ?
No ; so far from it that I have employed him 

to attend my own Family , and he has attended 
my Wife , who has been dangerously ill .

And you have been satisfied with his Skill ?
Yes .
Have you heard any Criticism as to his Treatment 

of any Medical Cases from other Medical Men ?
Yes ; I heard a Medical Man speak of some 

Dislocation of the Shoulder .
That was in the Case of a Woman of the Name of 

Webber ?
Yes .
Do you know any thing of the Circumstances of 

that Case ?
No .
Mr . Ward has given Satisfaction where he has 
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been employed ?
I believe he has ; I employ him for my family, 

and I am perfectly satisfied with him .
Are you Governor of or are you connected with 

any Institution where the Medical Men are elected by 
the Body of Subscribers ?

No .
Have you not heard great Complaints in the Case 

of Webber ?
No ; I have heard that an Action is brought 

against him .
On account of his Unskilfullness ?
I do not know .
Do you know that the Action arises out of his 

Conduct in the Case ?
I believe out of his Treatment of a Woman of 

the Name of Webber ; the whole I heard about it 
was from Mr . Ward himself .

You knew that his Character had been a good deal 
assailed , owing to the Jealousy of the Medical Men , 
and you have not perhaps paid very great Attention 
to the Reports which you have heard from that very 
Circumstance ?

I have certainly heard that his Medical 
Character has been assailed by the Medical 
Men.

Would you have taken as Medical Man into your 
own Family a Man coming into Bridgwater for the 
first Time , and producing those Certificates ?

Unless I bad Confidence in him I should not 
have taken him into my Family as a Medical 
Man .

Would you have Confidence in a Man whom you 
never had seen or heard of before , if he merely 
produced those Papers ?

Certainly I should .
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Sufficient Confidence to take him into your 

Family , and commit the Care of your Children or 
other Members of your family to him ?

I have done so .
That is , some Time after he had been in the 

Town?
I do not think any Man would be justified in 

saying that he would have Confidence in a total 
Stranger .

If you wanted Medical Assistance should you not 
have been satisfied with such Testimonials as Mr . 
Ward produced before the Board on that Occasion ?

Certainly .
Without knowing any thing more of him ?
Yes ; if I was in need of Medical Assistance , 

and if others were equally Strangers to me , I 
should . Every Man must feel , and does feel , a 
particular liking to a Medical Man that he has 
known .

When you consult a Medical Man you consult 
him for his Medical Skill , rather than for his Moral 
Character , do you not ?

Yes ; I should say so .
Had you any Knowledge of his Medical Skill 

except from those Papers ?
I had not ; I never knew or heard of the Man ; 

he produced Testimonials which would have 
been satisfactory to me , provided I required 
Medical Skill .

And those were as ample as those which were 
produced upon the Arrangement of the Medical 
Districts the first Year by the Medical Men of 
Bridgwater ?

We considered them as such . Every Medical 
Man who applied always produced bis 
Testimonials at the Board , and it was ordered 
that those should be laid before the Board 
previous to their coming themselves , that the 
Board might inspect them previously .

Did you ever see a Card of Mr . Ward ' s , printed 
during the Time of his Stay at Newcastle - upon - 
Tyne ?

Never .
It was not produced at the Time of his Election ?
I never saw it .
Do you know how it got upon the Book ?
I do not know ; I did not know it was there .
Has Mr . Ward a very good independent Practice 

in Bridgwater and the Neighbourhood ?
He has an independent Practice ; I think he 

has his fair Share of Practice ; has many very 
respectable Families .

And has given Satisfaction ?
As far as I have ever heard .
At all events , he has given you Satisfaction ?
Yes .
You say that you inquired of some of the Poor , 

and that they have expressed their Satisfaction at the 
Way in which they have been treated by Mr . Ward ?

I make it a point when I go to the Poorhouse 
always to ask the Poor if they have any 
Complaint to make of their Medical Treatment , 
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and their universal Answer has been to me , that 
they are perfectly satisfied ; that they are taken 
as much Care of as under all the Circumstances 
they could possibly expect to be .

Has it been your Practice to visit the House up to 
the Time you ceased to be Guardian ?

Yes ; Two or Three Times a Day I have 
sometimes visited . 

Have you heard any Complaints made by the poor 
People , in any Case , of their Treatment in any 
respect whatever ?

Not at all ; they are very well off , I think .
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Have you ever heard them complain of the Height 
of the Windows ?

Never ; the only Complaint I heard any one 
make of the Height of the Windows was by Mr . 
Bowen .

Did you ever hear Mr . Meade King make any 
Complaint upon that ?

No ; I never spoke to Mr . Meade King upon 
it ,

At the Board did you ever hear him make the 
Complaint ?

No . We have regretted that the Dining Room 
is too low , and so it is . I think it is a great Fault 
in the Building ; it ought to have been as high 
again .

But you have heard no Complaint on the Part of 
the poor People with respect to the Windows , or any 
other Subject ?

No ; I can look out of the Windows very well.
Is the House clean and in good Order ?
Up to last Lady Day perfectly clean ; as clean 

as it could possibly be .
Do you know Mr . Payne , a Chemist and 

Druggist in Bridgwater ?
Yes .
Is he a respectable Man ?
Yes ; a very respectable Man .
Has he one of the best Chemist Shops in 

Bridgwater ?
I should say it was the best .
Have these Disputes about the Poor Laws 

altogether created a great Sensation in Bridgwater ?
No ; I should say not .
Have they created any Dissensions amongst the 

Society there ?
I believe Mr . Warry and Mr . Toogood — I 

do not speak from my own Knowledge — have 
had a very considerable Quarrel about it .

With the Exception of that , have you heard that 
this Subject has produced a considerable Sensation in 
the Town ; has it produced such a Sensation in the 
Town as to make it rather irksome to Persons to act 
as Guardians ?

I am not aware that it has created any such 
Feeling as that ; I should hope it has not ; on my 
Part it has not , decidedly .

Was that one of your Grounds for withdrawing 
from the Board of Guardians ?

Not at all ; I was never elected with my Wish; 
I declined it . I was in London when I was 
elected first .

Were you perfectly satisfied with the Manner in 
which Mr . Warry con ducted the Business of the 
Board when he was Chairman ?

I never saw a Man conduct Business better in 
my Life ; and I beg to say that before the 
Formation of the Board I had no Knowledge of 
Mr . Warry except by Sight . I believe I am 
politically opposed to Mr . Warry .

He gave Satisfaction to you , and to the generality 
of the Board , by the Mode in which he acted as 
Chairman ?

I believe he did ; he did certainly to me . I 
never saw a Man give his Time more freely than 
Mr . Warry did ; frequently remaining there 
from Ten o ' Clock in the Morning till between 
Four and Five , and then having to ride home 
Eight or Nine Miles on a dark Evening .

He conducted Business to the Satisfaction of the 
Board , and with great Courtesy to the Guardians ?

Yes ; the First Year we never had any 
Dissension ; and the Second Year it was evident 
that we should have Dissension , and we had .

Mr . Baker is a respectable Man ?
He is a Currier , and also a respectable Man .
Is he capable of stating any thing that is false ?
I should presume that he would not .
Mr . Bowen is a respectable Man , is he not ?
He is a Wine and Spirit Merchant .
The Witness is directed to withdraw .
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Mr . ROBERT GEORGE UNDERDOWN is 
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called in , and examined as follows : 
IN the Letter Book there appears to be a Card of 

Mr . Ward , the Surgeon , dated from Newcastle ; do 
you know how that came into the Letter Book ?

Mr . Ward sent it to the Board .
How do you know that he sent it to the Board ?
We had it in our Possession from Mr . Ward .
Did Mr . Ward give it to you ?
Yes , he did .
Did he desire you or your Father to present it to 

the Board ? 
It was presented to the Board at the same 

Time with the other Testimonials . 
Did he give it to you or your Father ?
That I cannot speak to .
But it was delivered to you with the other 

Testimonials ? 
Yes ; we had Four or Five .
And by you sent to the Board ?
Yes .
Sent together with the other Testimonials ?
It went to the Board at the Time he was 

appointed .
That is the way it got into the Letter Book ?
Yes .
Was it not sent to you for the Purpose of 

being laid before the Board ? I suppose so .
Are you sure that it was sent at that Time ?
Oh yes .
The Witness is directed to withdraw .
Ordered , That this Committee be adjourned 

till To - morrow , Eleven o ' Clock .


