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INTRODUCTION

Nowhere in the published evidence to the 
Parliamentary Select Committee enquiry on the 
Operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act of 
1834, held in 1838, is to be found a list of the 24 
Peers that comprised the committee, nor any 
information on what the Quorum might have 
been. Unlike other Parliamentary Committees, 
questioner’s names are not given –  just the 
names of the witnesses.

However, the Somerset Studies Library at 
Taunton, has a copy of John Bowen’s pamphlet, 
Letters to the Editor of The Times on the Reform Law 
(1838), the flyleaf of which has a MS list of 
names, (presumably by Bowen).

These have been extracted and augmented 
with information condensed from Wikipedia.

The various committee members were 
described in the Wikipedia articles with their 
political leanings – either Tory/Conservative or 
Whig or Apolitical. So there were 11 Tory/-
Conservative, 3 Whig, and 11 Apolitical. But 
this proportion depends on the accuracy and 
thoroughness of the research of the Wikipedia 
editors, so may well require revision.

This balance way well explain why the 
Committee was unable to make any 
adjudication on the evidence, but apparently 
referred it to the House of Commons for further 
consideration – where it lapsed.

e

A Tory is a person who holds a political 
philosophy known as Toryism,  – conservatism, 
which upholds the supremacy of social order as 
it has evolved in the English culture throughout 
history. The Tory ethos has been summed up 
with the phrase "God, Queen, and Country"

The Conservative Party was founded in the 
1830s. From about 1812 on the name "Tory" was 
commonly used for a new party are the 
ancestors of Conservatism. but were not in any 
sense standard-bearers of 'true Toryism’.

The term "Conservative" was suggested as a 
title for the party by a magazine article by 
J. Wilson Croker in the Quarterly Review in 1830. 
The name immediately caught on and was 

officially adopted under the aegis of Robert Peel 
around 1834. Peel is acknowledged as the 
founder of the Conservative Party, which he 
created with the announcement of the 
Tamworth Manifesto. The term "Conservative 
Party" rather than Tory was the dominant usage 
by 1845.

The Whigs were a political faction and then a 
political party in the parliaments of England, 
Scotland, Great Britain, Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. Between the 1680s and 1850s, the 
Whigs contested power with their rivals, the 
Tories.

The Whigs' origin lay in constitutional 
monarchism and opposition to absolute 
monarchy, supporting a parliamentary system.

The Whig party slowly evolved during the 
18th century. Its tendency supported the 
aristocratic families, generally the continued 
disenfranchisement of Catholics and toleration 
of nonconformist Protestants (the dissenters 
such as the Presbyterians) while the Tories 
favoured the relative smallholders (whether 
narrowly) or minor gentry with High Tories 
preferring high church elements or even the 
exiled Stuarts' claim to the throne (Jacobitism) 
and virtually all maintained the legitimacy of a 
strongly established Church of England. Later, 
the Whigs drew support from the emerging 
industrial reformists and mercantile class while 
the Tories drew support from farmers, 
landowners, imperial military spending and 
relatedly royalists.

By the first half of the 19th century, the Whig 
programme came to encompass the supremacy 
of parliament, free trade and acceleration of the 
completion of Catholic equal rights, the 
abolition of slavery and expansion of the 
franchise (suffrage). The 19th-century Whig 
support for Catholic emancipation was a 
complete reversal of the party's historic sharply 
anti-Catholic position in the late 17th century.

Whigs restored their unity by supporting 
moral reforms, especially the abolition of 
slavery. They triumphed in 1830 as champions 
of Parliamentary reform. They made Lord Grey 
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prime minister 1830–1834 and the Reform Act 
1832 championed by Grey became their 
signature measure. It broadened the franchise 
and ended the system of "rotten boroughs" and 
"pocket boroughs" (where elections were 
controlled by powerful families) and instead 
redistributed power on the basis of population. 
It added 217,000 voters to an electorate of 
435,000 in England and Wales. Only the upper 
and middle classes voted, so this shifted power 
away from the landed aristocracy to the urban 
middle classes. In 1832, the party abolished 
enslavement in the British Empire with the 
Slavery Abolition Act 1833. It purchased and 
freed the slaves, especially those in the 
Caribbean sugar islands. After parliamentary 
investigations demonstrated the horrors of child 
labour, limited reforms were passed in 1833. 
The Whigs also passed the Poor Law 
Amendment Act 1834 that reformed the 
administration of relief to the poor.

e

The Lord President (Marquis of Lansdown) 
(W)

Henry Petty Fitzmaurice (1780-1863). He was 
the son of the first Marquess's second marriage 
to Lady Louisa FitzPatrick. Known as Lord 
Henry Petty from 1784 to 1809, he was one of 
the most influential Whig politicians of the first 
half of the 19th century. In a ministerial career 
spanning over fifty years he served as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer from 1806 to 1807, 
as Home Secretary from 1827 to 1828, as Lord 
President of the Council from 1830 to 1834, 1835 
to 1841 and 1846 to 1852, and as Minister 
without Portfolio from 1852 to 1858. 

Duke of Richmond
(C)

Charles Gordon-Lennox, 5th Duke of 
Richmond, KG, PC (3 August 1791 – 21 October 
1860), of Goodwood House near Chichester in 
West Sussex

Richmond sat as a Member of Parliament for 
Chichester between 1812 and 1819. The latter 
year he succeeded his father in the dukedom 
and entered the House of Lords where he was a 

vehement opponent of Roman Catholic 
emancipation, and later was a leader of the 
opposition to Peel's free trade policy, as he was 
the president of the Central Agricultural 
Protection Society, which campaigned for 
preservation of the Corn Laws. Although a 
vigorous Conservative and Ultra-Tory for most 
of his career, Richmond's anger with Wellington 
over Catholic Emancipation prompted him to 
lead the Ultras into joining Earl Grey's 
reforming Whig government in 1830.

He served under Grey as Postmaster General 
between 1830 and 1834. He was sworn of the 
Privy Council in 1830, and in 1831 was 
appointed to serve on the Government 
Commission upon Emigration, which was 
wound up in 1832. Richmond was Lord 
Lieutenant of Sussex between 1835 and 1860 
and was appointed a Knight of the Garter in 
1829.

In 1836, on inheriting the estates of his 
childless maternal uncle George Gordon, 5th 
Duke of Gordon, he was required by the terms 
of the bequest to assume the surname of Gordon 
before that of Lennox.

Duke of Rutland
(Ap)

John Henry Manners, 5th Duke of Rutland 
KG (4 January 1778 – 20 January 1857), styled 
Lord Roos from 1778 until 1779 and Marquess 
of Granby from 1779 until 1787, was a British 
landowner as well as an owner and breeder of 
Thoroughbred racehorses. He featured as “The 
Duke” in Disraeli novel, Conningsby (1844). The 
book is set against a background of the real 
political events of the 1830s in England that 
followed the enactment of the Reform Bill of 
1832. In describing these events Disraeli sets out 
his own beliefs including his opposition to 
Robert Peel, his dislikes of both the British Whig 
Party and the ideals of Utilitarianism, and the 
need for social justice in a newly industrialized 
society.
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Duke of Wellington

(C)
Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington, 

KG, GCB, GCH, PC, FRS (1 May 1769 – 14 Sept-
ember 1852) was an Anglo-Irish soldier and 
Tory statesman who was one of the leading 
military and political figures of 19th-century 
Britain, serving twice as prime minister. He 
ended the Napoleonic Wars when he defeated 
Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815.

Wellington entered politics again when he 
was appointed Master-General of the Ordnance 
in the Tory government of Lord Liverpool on 26 
December 1818. He was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army on 22 
January 1827 and Constable of the Tower of 
London on 5 February 1827.

Along with Robert Peel, Wellington became 
an increasingly influential member of the Tory 
party, and in 1828 he resigned as Commander-
in-Chief and became Prime Minister.

His term was marked by Catholic 
emancipation: the granting of almost full civil 
rights to Catholics in Great Britain and Ireland. 
The change was prompted by the landslide by-
election win of Daniel O'Connell, an Irish 
Catholic proponent of emancipation, who was 
elected despite not being legally allowed to sit 
in Parliament. In the House of Lords, facing stiff 
opposition, Wellington spoke for Catholic 
Emancipation, and according to some sources, 
gave one of the best speeches of his career 
Wellington's government fell in 1830. In the 
summer and autumn of that year, a wave of 
riots swept the country. The Whigs had been 
out of power for most years since the 1770s, and 
saw political reform in response to the unrest as 
the key to their return. Wellington stuck to the 
Tory policy of no reform and no expansion of 
suffrage, and as a result, lost a vote of no 
confidence on 15 November 1830.

The Whigs introduced the first Reform Bill 
while Wellington and the Tories worked to 
prevent its passage. The Whigs could not get the 
bill past its second reading in the British House 
of Commons, and the attempt failed. An 

election followed in direct response and the 
Whigs were returned with a landslide majority. 
A second Reform Act was introduced and 
passed in the House of Commons but was 
defeated in the Tory-controlled House of Lords. 
Another wave of near-insurrection swept the 
country. Wellington's residence at Apsley 
House was targeted by a mob of demonstrators 
on 27 April 1831 and again on 12 October, 
leaving his windows smashed Iron shutters 
were installed in June 1832 to prevent further 
damage by crowds angry over rejection of the 
Reform Bill, which he strongly opposed The 
Whig Government fell in 1832 and Wellington 
was unable to form a Tory Government partly 
because of a run on the Bank of England. This 
left King William IV no choice but to restore 
Earl Grey to the premiership. Eventually, the 
bill passed the House of Lords after the King 
threatened to fill that House with newly created 
Whig peers if it were not. Wellington was never 
reconciled to the change. 

Wellington was gradually superseded as 
leader of the Tories by Robert Peel, while the 
party evolved into the Conservatives. When the 
Tories were returned to power in 1834, 
Wellington declined to become Prime Minister 
because he thought membership in the House of 
Commons had become essential.

Marquis of Salisbury
(C)

James Brownlow William Gascoyne-Cecil, 
2nd Marquess of Salisbury, KG, PC (17 April 
1791 – 12 April 1868), styled Viscount 
Cranborne until 1823, was a British 
Conservative politician. He held office under 
The Earl of Derby as Lord Privy Seal in 1852 and 
Lord President of the Council between 1858 and 
1859.

Salisbury entered the House of Commons in 
1813 as Member of Parliament for Weymouth 
and Melcombe Regis, a seat he held until 1817, 
and then sat for Hertford between 1817 and 
1823.

In the latter year he succeeded his father in 
the marquessate and entered the House of 
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Lords. He served in the Lord Derby's first two 
cabinets as Lord Privy Seal in 1852 and as Lord 
President of the Council between 1858 and 1859. 
He was sworn of the Privy Council in 1826 and 
made a Knight of the Garter in 1842.

Marquis of Bute 
C

John Crichton-Stuart, 2nd Marquess of Bute, KT, 
FRS (10 August 1793 – 18 March 1848), styled 
Lord Mount Stuart between 1794 and 1814, was 
a wealthy aristocrat and industrialist in 
Georgian and early Victorian Britain. He 
developed the coal and iron industries across 
South Wales and built the Cardiff Docks.

Bute was a member of the House of Lords, 
able to vote on national affairs, but he had a 
reputation for not attending unless to vote on 
acts relating to his estates or business interests. 
When he did vote, it was usually as a moderate 
conservative, and Bute himself described 
himself as a follower of the Duke of Wellington, 
by then a leading Tory politician . John was in 
favour of Catholic Emancipation, opposed to 
slavery, the New Poor Law and the Game Laws. 
Like Wellington, he was in favour of repealing 
the Corn Laws. He passionately opposed 
electoral reform, however, and any attempts to 
disestablish the Church of England or Scotland.  
Bute had strong views on the necessity of 
encouraging the poor to work, and was in 
favour of removing the Irish poor from the 
mainland back to Ireland He was a notoriously 
poor public speaker.

In 1832 the Reform Act was passed by 
Parliament, widening the electorate across the 
country. From 1842 to 1846 he acted as Her 
Majesty's High Commissioner to the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland. He was 
known for his generosity as a host in this role. 
He was in office during the schism in the 
Church of Scotland known as "the Disruption", 
when many ministers of the Church broke away 
from the established Church to form the Free 
Church. Bute took a firm line on the matter: 
when his head-gardener at Mount Stuart House 
joined the Free Church, he was immediately 

sacked, and when the minister at one of Bute's 
churches in the north of the island attempted to 
hold a Free Church ceremony there, Bute 
demanded the keys to the church be returned 
and had the property closed up.

Earl of Devon
(Ap)

William "Kitty" Courtenay, 9th Earl of Devon 
(c. 1768 – 26 May 1835), was the only son of 
William Courtenay, de jure 8th Earl of Devon, 
2nd Viscount Courtenay and his wife Frances 
Clack. He attracted infamy for a homosexual 
affair with art collector William Beckford from 
boyhood when it was discovered and publicised 
by his uncle. From October 1788 until 1831, his 
official title was The Rt. Hon. The Viscount 
Courtenay of Powderham.

Courtenay was forced to live abroad, and 
lived in the United States where he owned a 
property on the Hudson River in New York. 
Around 1813, Courtenay moved to France, in 
Paris and in Draveil where he owned a castle. 
He died unmarried, and fathered no known 
children, on 26 May 1835 at age 66 in Paris due 
to natural causes. He was loved by his tenants, 
who insisted that he be buried in stately fashion. 
He was buried on 12 June 1835 in Powderham.

Earl of Winchelsea
(T)

George William Finch-Hatton, 10th Earl of 
Winchilsea, 5th Earl of Nottingham (19 May 
1791 – 8 January 1858) was an English politician 
known for duelling with the then Prime 
Minister, Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of 
Wellington.

In his place in the House of Lords he 
violently opposed almost every liberal measure 
which was brought forward. He was 
particularly noted as being almost the only 
English nobleman who was willing to identify 
himself with the Orange party in Ireland, and he 
was accustomed to denounce in frantic terms 
Daniel O'Connell and the system of education 
carried out in St Patrick's College, Maynooth.

Occasionally he took the chair at May 
meetings at Exeter Hall, but his intemperate 



Parliamentary Select Committee enquiry on the Operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act 
of 1834, appointed 4 May 1838

Edited by Tony Woolrich, 03/07/2021

5
language prevented him from becoming a 
leader in evangelical politics. The Catholic Relief 
Bill of 1829 encountered his most vehement 
hostility, and ultimately led to a duel with the 
Duke of Wellington.

He was a very frequent speaker in the Lords, 
and strenuously opposed the Reform Bill and 
other Whig measures.

Earl Stanhope
(T)

Philip Henry Stanhope, 5th Earl Stanhope, 
FRS (30 January 1805 – 24 December 1875), 
styled Viscount Mahon between 1816 and 1855, 
was an English antiquarian and Tory politician. 
He held political office under Sir Robert Peel in 
the 1830s and 1840s but is best remembered for 
his contributions to cultural causes and for his 
historical writings.

Stanhope entered Parliament in 1830, 
representing the rotten borough of Wootton 
Basset until the seat was disenfranchised in 
1832. He was then re-elected to Parliament 
representing Hertford. He served under Sir 
Robert Peel as Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs between December 1834 and 
April 1835, and Secretary to the Board of 
Control in 1845, but though he remained in the 
House of Commons till 1852, he made no special 
mark in politics.

Earl De La Warr
(Ap)

Reginald Windsor Sackville, 7th Earl De La 
Warr (21 February 1817 – 5 January 1896), styled 
The Honourable Reginald West until 1843, as 
The Honourable Reginald Sackville between 
1843 and 1870 and known as The Lord 
Buckhurst between 1870 and 1873, was a British 
clergyman and landowner.

Sackville was Rector of Withyam, Sussex, 
from 1841 to 1865 and Chaplain to the Queen 
from 1846 to 1865. Lord De La Warr was an 
active member of the House of Lords.

Earl of Radnor
W

William Pleydell-Bouverie, 3rd Earl of 
Radnor (11 May 1779 – 9 April 1869), styled 

Viscount Folkestone until 1828, was the son of 
Jacob Pleydell-Bouverie, 2nd Earl of Radnor and 
Hon. Anne Duncombe.

Folkestone first entered the House of 
Commons for his father's pocket borough of 
Downton in 1801, switching to Salisbury in 
1802. In parliament, he immediately became a 
strong opponent of the ministry of Henry 
Addington, and specifically of Addington's 
negotiations for peace with France. When 
Addington's ministry fell in April 1804, 
Folkestone continued in opposition to Pitt. By 
now he was close to the radical pamphleteer, 
William Cobbett, with whom he campaigned 
against corruption in government through the 
impeachment of Lord Melville and the 
prosecution of Lord Wellesley for his conduct as 
governor general of India. Folkestone was 
emerging as leader of the younger radicals in 
the Commons and featured in several of 
Gillray's cartoons. However, in the summer 
1810, when Mrs Clarke published some of his 
letters to her that showed the easy intimacy that 
had existed between them, his reputation – and 
that of the radicals - was seriously 
compromised.

It was some years before Folkestone returned 
to take a leading role in the opposition to the 
government of Lord Liverpool. However, by 
1816, with increasing distress in the country, he 
was back, challenging the government's plans to 
raise a large standing army to suppress dissent 
and to continue with the income tax in order to 
pay for it, and opposing the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act and the introduction of the 
Seditious Meetings Act. He was however a 
lonely figure in the Commons. As one member 
wrote, 'there is literally no one but Folkestone 
who comes into the line and fights.

The plight of the rural and urban poor, and 
the repressive measures taken against them by 
the government, drove Folkestone finally in 
1821 to publicly advocate a reform of 
parliament. It was this, and the question of 
Catholic emancipation, that occupied him 
during the somnolent parliamentary years of 
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the 1820s. On 27 January 1828, he succeeded his 
father as Earl of Radnor and continued his 
opposition to the Tories in the Lords. At the 
general election of August 1830, there was 
radical pressure on him to bring in Cobbett for 
Downton (which was in his gift), but Radnor 
feared alienating the conservative Whigs and 
thus jeopardizing the cause of parliamentary 
reform. Cobbett was disappointed but they 
remained close friends and allies and Radnor 
was delighted when Cobbett was finally 
returned for Oldham in the election of 1832. The 
accession of the 'semi-Tory', Lord Grey, in 
November 1830, did not excite him. He still 
wanted to see universal suffrage and a secret 
ballot, but he was prepared to support Grey's 
measure in order to achieve some sort of reform 
– albeit a very conservative one. He spoke 
powerfully on behalf the bill in the Lords, 
though its passing resulted in the loss of his two 
seats at Downton and of his family's interest in 
Salisbury.

Radnor's activity during the 1830s was more 
controversial. He was a lifelong student of 
political economy, and was deeply influenced 
by the writings of Adam Smith, Bentham, 
Malthus and Ricardo. Malthus and Ricardo 
were both hostile to the old system of outdoor 
relief for the poor, and their ideas were behind 
the government's Poor Law Amendment Bill 
which was introduced in the Commons in April 
1834, and speedily passed into law. Outdoor 
relief was to be abolished and workhouses to be 
built to house the poor. Much to the 
consternation of Cobbett and his radical 
admirers, Radnor was a strong advocate of the 
new system.

His brother Philip Pleydell-Bouverie (21 
October 1788 – 27 May 1872), a Whig politician, 
and who lived at Brymore, near Cannigton, 
became the Chairman of the Bridgwater Board 
of Guardians in 1837, in succession to George 
Warry. He is mentioned in the evidence given to 
the Committee by Warry, and by Bowen in his 
pamphlets.

Earl of Carnarvon
(Ap)

Henry John George Herbert, 3rd Earl of 
Carnarvon, FRS (8 June 1800 – 10 December 
1849), styled Lord Porchester from 1811 to 1833, 
was a British writer, traveller, nobleman, and 
politician.

In 1831, Porchester was elected to the House 
of Commons for Wootton Bassett as a Tory, a 
seat he held until the following year when the 
constituency was abolished by the Great Reform 
Act. In 1833 he succeeded his father in the 
earldom and entered the House of Lords. He 
was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in 
1841. 

Earl of Chichester
(Ap)

Henry Thomas Pelham, 3rd Earl of 
Chichester DL (25 August 1804 – 15 March 
1886), styled Lord Pelham until 1826, was an 
English peer.

Pelham was commissioned a cornet in the 6th 
(Inniskilling) Dragoons on 24 June 1824, 
transferring to the Royal Horse Guards on 14 
October of that year. He succeeded his father as 
Earl of Chichester in 1826. He became a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Sussex on 5 April 1827, and was 
promoted lieutenant on 28 April, becoming an 
unattached captain on 3 April 1828. Chichester 
was promoted to major in 1841 and retired from 
the army in 1844.

Earl of Wilton
T

Thomas Egerton, 2nd Earl of Wilton, GCH, 
PC (30 December 1799 – 7 March 1882), known 
as Thomas Grosvenor until 1814, was a British 
nobleman and Tory politician. He served as 
Lord Steward of the Household in 1835 in Sir 
Robert Peel's first government.

Lord Wilton took his seat in the House of 
Lords on his twenty-first birthday in 1820. In 
January 1835 he was appointed Lord Steward of 
the Household in the Tory administration of Sir 
Robert Peel and the following February he was 
admitted to the Privy Council. However, the 
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government fell in April 1835 and Lord Wilton 
was never to return to a government office.

Earl Brownlow
(Ap)

John Cust, 1st Earl Brownlow, GCH (19 
August 1779 – 15 September 1853) was a British 
Peer and Tory politician.

In May 1805, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society. From 1809 to 1852, he was Lord 
Lieutenant of Lincolnshire and in 1815 was 
created Earl Brownlow and Viscount Alford, of 
Alford, in the County of Lincoln. He was 
appointed to the Royal Guelphic Order as a 
Knight Grand Cross (GCH) in 1834.

Viscount Sydney
(Ap)

John Robert Townshend, 1st Earl Sydney 
GCB PC (9 August 1805 – 14 February 1890), 
known as The Viscount Sydney between 1831 
and 1874, was a British Liberal politician. In a 
ministerial career spanning over 30 years, he 
was twice Lord Chamberlain of the Household 
and twice Lord Steward of the Household.

Sydney was first elected to parliament for 
Whitchurch in 1826, a seat he held until 1831, 
when he succeeded his father in the viscountcy 
and entered the House of Lords. From 1828 to 
1831 served Kings George IV and William IV as 
Groom of the Bedchamber and from 1835 to 
1837 was a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to 
William IV.

Viscount Canning
(Ap)

Charles John Canning, 1st Earl Canning, KG, 
GCB, KSI, PC (14 December 1812 – 17 June 
1862), also known as The Viscount Canning and 
Clemency Canning was an British statesman 
and Governor-General of India during the 
Indian Rebellion of 1857 and the first Viceroy of 
India after the transfer of power from the East 
India Company to the Crown of Queen Victoria 
in 1858 after the rebellion was crushed.

Born at Gloucester Lodge, Brompton, near 
London, Canning was the youngest child of 
George Canning and Joan, Viscountess Canning, 
daughter of Major-General John Scott. He was 

educated at Christ Church, Oxford, where he 
graduated B.A. in 1833, as first class in classics 
and second class in mathematics.

In 1836 he entered Parliament, being 
returned as member for the town of Warwick in 
the Conservative interest. He did not, however, 
sit long in the House of Commons; for, on the 
death of his mother in 1837, he succeeded to the 
peerage and entered the House of Lords.

Lord Bishop of Exeter
(T)

Henry Phillpotts (6 May 1778 – 18 September 
1869), often called "Henry of Exeter", was the 
Anglican Bishop of Exeter from 1830 to 1869. 
One of England's longest serving bishops since 
the 14th century, Phillpotts was a striking figure 
of the 19th century Church.

Phillpotts was an energetic supporter of the 
Tory party, even when it acted contrary to his 
views in passing the Roman Catholic Relief Act 
1829. In the House of Lords, Phillpotts opposed 
the 1832 Reform Bill and most other Whig 
reforms. He was a high-church reformer in his 
own diocese, aiming to increase the prestige, 
efficiency and orthodoxy of the church 
organisation. He was well known for using 
litigation to achieve his aims and was an earnest 
administrator, for example, fighting hard to 
raise the minimum salary for curates in his 
Diocese to £50, seeking to increase the rights of 
the poor under the Poor Laws and to ease the 
plight of children employed in coal-mines and 
as chimney-sweeps.

Lord Dacre
(Ap)

Thomas Brand, 20th Baron Dacre (25 March 
1774 – 21 March 1851) was a British peer and 
Whig politician.

Dacre was the eldest son of Thomas Brand, of 
The Hoo, Hertfordshire, and Gertrude, 19th 
Baroness Dacre, daughter of the Hon. Charles 
Roper.

Dacre entered Parliament for Helston in 
January 1807, a seat he only held until May of 
the same year, when he was returned for 
Hertfordshire. He continued to represent this 
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constituency until 1819, when he succeeded his 
mother in the barony of Dacre and entered the 
House of Lords.

Lord King
(Ap)

William King-Noel, 1st Earl of Lovelace FRS 
(21 February 1805 – 29 December 1893), known 
as the Hon. William King until 1833 and as the 
Lord King from 1833 to 1838, was an English 
nobleman and scientist.

Lovelace was the eldest son of Peter King, 7th 
Baron King, and his wife, Lady Hester 
Fortescue, granddaughter of George Grenville.

Educated at Eton and Trinity, he entered the 
diplomatic service and became secretary to Lord 
Nugent. He succeeded in the barony in 1833 
when his father died. He performed 
architectural work in his houses.

He was created Viscount Ockham and Earl of 
Lovelace in 1838 (through his wife Ada).

Lord Kenyon
(W then T)

George Kenyon, 2nd Baron Kenyon (1776–
1855). There is to Wikipedia article about him 
but the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography 
(2004) notes that despite being Wiggish as a 
young man, he became a die-hard Tory, with 
extreme anti-Roman Catholic views, and a 
member of the Orange order. He was much 
involved in last-ditch efforts to mobilize public 
opinion against emancipation. By 1827 he had 
also become deputy grand master of the Orange 
order for England and Wales. The order was 
disgraced in 1836 when it was pilloried as a 
secret society possibly conspiring to subvert the 
succession to the throne. Kenyon's reputation 
suffered and thereafter he largely withdrew 
from public life.

Lord Colchester
(Ap)

Admiral Charles Abbot, 2nd Baron 
Colchester PC (12 March 1798 – 18 October 
1867), known as Charles Abbot before 1829, was 
a British naval commander and Conservative 
politician.

Colchester was the son of Charles Abbot, 1st 

Baron Colchester, Speaker of the House of 
Commons, and Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Philip 
Gibbes, 1st Baronet. He was educated at 
Westminster School and the Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth.

Colchester served in the Royal Navy from 
1811. He was promoted to Rear-Admiral in 
1854, to Vice-Admiral in 1860 and to Admiral on 
the Reserved List in 1864.

Colchester succeeded to his father's peerage 
in 1829 and entered the House of Lords. 
However, it was not until 1835 that he made his 
maiden speech. 

Lord Wharncliffe
(T)

Colonel James Archibald Stuart-Wortley-
Mackenzie, 1st Baron Wharncliffe, PC (6 
October 1776 – 19 December 1845) was a British 
soldier and politician. A grandson of Prime 
Minister John Stuart, 3rd Earl of Bute, he held 
office under Sir Robert Peel as Lord Privy Seal 
between 1834 and 1835 and as Lord President of 
the Council between 1841 and 1845

Stuart-Wortley sat as Tory Member of 
Parliament for the rotten borough of Bossiney in 
Cornwall between 1797 and 1818, when he was 
returned for Yorkshire. His attitude on various 
questions became gradually more liberal, and 
his support of Catholic Emancipation lost him 
his seat in 1826. He was then raised to the 
peerage as Baron Wharncliffe, of Wortley in the 
County of York, a recognition both of his 
previous parliamentary activity and of his high 
position among the country gentlemen.

In 1831, as political tempers ran high over the 
issue of Reform, Wharncliffe succeeded in 
opening channels of communication between 
the Government and the Opposition. Greville 
noted in his diary on 19 November 1831 that:

”Wharncliffe has neither wealth, influence, nor 
superior abilities, nor even popularity with his own 
party. He is a spirited, sensible, zealous, honorable, 
consistent country gentleman; their knowledge of his 
moderation and integrity induced Ministers to 
commit themselves to him, and he will thus be in all 
probability enabled to render an essential service to 
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his country…”

He at first opposed the 1832 Reform Bill but, 
having come to see the undesirability of a 
popular conflict, separated himself from the 
Tories (with a number of colleagues, collectively 
known as "the Waverers") and took an 
important part in modifying the attitude of the 
peers and helping to pass the bill, though his 
attempts at amendment only resulted in his 
pleasing neither party. He became Lord Privy 
Seal in Sir Robert Peel's short 1834 to 1835 
ministry, and again joined him in 1841 as Lord 
President of the Council, a post he held until 
1845. In 1834 he was sworn of the Privy Council.

Lord Wynford
(W, them T)

William Draper Best, 1st Baron Wynford, PC 
(13 December 1767 – 3 March 1845), was a 
British politician and judge. He served as Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas from 1824 to 1829.

Best was the third son of Thomas Best of 
Haselbury Plucknett in Somerset. He became a 
student at Wadham College, Oxford at the age 
of 15, but left at 17 without a degree. Originally 
destined for a career in the Church, he instead 
chose to study law, and entered the Middle 
Temple on 9 October 1784.

Best was Called to the Bar on 6 November 
1789 and established a successful legal practice. 
In 1802 he was elected to parliament for 
Petersfield as a Whig, a seat he held until 1806. 
After joining the Tories, he sat for Bridport from 
1812 to 1817 and then represented Guildford 
from 1818 to 1819. In 1813 Best was appointed 
Solicitor-General to the Prince of Wales, which 
he remained until 1816, and was then Attorney-
General to the Prince of Wales from 1816 to 1818 
and Chief Justice of Chester in 1818. The 
following year he was made a Judge of the 
Common Pleas and knighted. Best was 
admitted to the Privy Council in 1824 and 
appointed Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, in 
which post he remained until 1829. The latter 
year Best was raised to the peerage as Baron 
Wynford, of Wynford Eagle in the County of 
Dorset. Lord Wynford later served as a Deputy 

Speaker of the House of Lords. Despite his 
earlier affiliation with the Whigs, he became 
known as an ardent Tory, and vigorously 
opposed the 1832 Reform Act. Lord Wynford 
suffered from gout for many years, and was 
carried into the House of Lords in an arm-chair, 
in which he was also allowed to address the rest 
of the house. However, he was later forced to 
retire from public life due to his illness.


