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The mid nineteenth century was a time in English studies when the study of philology 

and dictionary-making burgeoned. The Philological Society, or London Philological 
Society, was established in 1842 and from 1857 proposed to create an up-to-date 
dictionary of the English language. This culminated in the publication on the Oxford 
English Dictionary.

Numerous local antiquarians recorded dialect. A shop-keeper, James Jennings (1772-
1833) recorded the speech from round the Highbridge area, which he published in the 
pages of the Monthly Magazine in 1825 and also as a book in the same year. An enlarged 
version was edited by James Knight Jennings and published in 1869. 

Frederick Elworthy, of Wellington, antiquary and cloth manufacturer, presented 
papers on Somerset  dialect to the Philological Society, including  West Somerset Word – 
book ( 1866) and another on in The Dialect of West Somerset. 1877 

According to the introduction, the poems first appeared as supplements to the annual 
Old Moore’s Almanack to which “Tommy Nutty” and “Philander Smiff” were contributing. 
“O. P. Q. Philander Smiff”, was the pseudonym of Aglen A Dowty. Tommy Nutty”, has not 
been traced, but the catalogue entry for the copy in the Somerset Studies library 
identified Tommy Nutty as a W Cook who has not been so far identified. No W. Cook is 
noted by Green, in his Bibliotheca Somersetensis (1903). It is not known when Zummerset 
Rhymes was first published in book form. Although the title page of the second edition 
has no date. Green has the date as 1889. The second edition has added a number of 
poems first published by Jennings.

The verses are not a true record of Somerset speech sounds, but a “Mummerzet” 
version, being written for humour and to be recited. Dowty did the same in quoted 
speech (usually of servants and rustics) in his short stories, 

The page size was 4 1/2 in by 5 in, so smaller that A5.
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